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Known of Him 
By Barbara Cornet Ryberg 


He calleth his own sheep by name.—John 10:3 


6c ARY!”’ just one word ; 
’Twas all He need employ 
To turn a woman’s sorrowing heart 
Into a well of joy. 


She thought He was the gardener ; 
«« Master!’’ she answered now. 

His voice, her name—it was enough ; 
She asked not, ‘‘Is it Thou?’”’ 


In my great hour of trial 
The Saviour oft appears ; 

He makes no long, impressive speech 
To scatter all my fears. 


He gently speaks my name. 
Enougk ! What need I more, 

Than to be known and loved of Him 
Whom Heaven and earth adore? 


Men know not Jesus lives, 
In unbelief they dwell ; 

And as to Mary then, so now, 
He bids us, ‘* Go—and tell.’’ 


Growing 

When growing stops, death sets in. 
Growth is normal life. Are we living 
the normal Christian life of steadily con- 
tinuing growth, or, even though ‘saved, 
have we stopped growing and are we 


living in the realm of death rather than 
of life? There is a Negro “spiritual” 
that is sung very beautifully by that 
fine Christian Negro radio chorus, 
“Wings Over Jordan,” on Sunday morn- 
ings, and a line that is repeated in it 
over and over is this: “I mus’ keep 
a’ movering along.” Truly that is God’s 
“must” for all his children. The chal- 
lenging invitation and command of his 
Word is, “Let us go on unto perfection” 
(Heb. 6:1). 


2 
The Blessing of Fear 


Fear may be a curse, or fear may 
be a blessing. The Bible uses fear as 
a motive for doing right, and for choos- 
ing salvation instead of the second death. 
The brilliant, widely read literary man 
Heywood Broun, who died a few weeks 
ago, and who had joined the Roman 
Catholic Church not long before. his 
death, said to a priest with whom he 
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Blessings in 


DESERT is not a place where the 
A average person would care to live. 
It suggests the absence of so much 
that makes for ease and comfort, but 
instead, so much isolation and desola- 
tion, shortness of accustomed supplies. 

In the original Scriptures there are 
several words that are translated desert or 
wilderness, and we may learn precious 
lessons from their usage. For life is not a 
picnic; it is a series of experiences 
whereby we are meant to learn to know 
ourselves, and to find our resources in 
God alone. 

Moses, who forty years before had 
fled for his life from luxury in Egypt, 
was in the back of the desert. He had 
had forty years of quiet domestic life 
and open-air work when he met God 
in a wilderness pasture land. Apart 
from human society, in the presence of 
the cattle (the Hebrew word implies 
this) and in the lonely place of common 
work he made the acquaintance of God 
and was commissioned for his lifework, 
endued with authority and power. He 
had gone there defeated: he left to con- 
quer, 


had a heart-to-heart talk that he had 
a fear of death, and that when he awoke 
at night he thought of death and judg- 
ment, and he felt the necessity of doing 
penance. This was one of the reasons 
why he turned to what he mistakenly 
thought was the true Christian faith. He 
took a long course of instruction under 
the priest, who told of this at Broun’s 
funeral, and said: “Often he would say 
to me, ‘Father, don’t delay. I must 
hurry. I may not live long.” What 
a blessing it would have been if someone 
could have told Mr. Broun that no pen- 
ance of his, and no mediation of any 
human priest, could deliver him from 
the fear of death and give him eternal 
life, but that the Lord Jesus Christ had 
paid in full the penalty of the sins of 
all of us, having borne them “in his 
own body on the tree.” Then the fear 
that God wants all men to have of death 
apart from Christ would have been re- 
placed by “joy unspeakable and full of 
glory.” 


% 


the Desert 


After leading Israel out of Egypt 
Moses was again in the desert, in that 
great plain before Sinai, where he again 
met with God, not now in a burning 
bush, but on a fiery mountain to re- 
ceive the Law. 

The wilderness was intended as a 
place of training, for God’s people, where 
they learned to depend on him alone for 
all supplies of food, water, guidance, and 
protection. There they learned the les- 
sons of the smitten rock; not only those 
of the Law, but God’s gracious provision 
of sacrifice, priesthood, and worship, to 
continue until Christ should fulfill the 
‘types. 

How true it is that when a soul is 
rescued from the authority. of darkness 
by coming to Christ, that soul needs the 
precious lessons of the wilderness! It 
was not meant for a permanent abode, 
but to be passed through, for “he led 
them through the depths, as through the 
wilderness” (Psa. 106:9). He never 
meant to leave them there. Those who 
never got beyond the wilderness experi- 
ence perished through their own sin. 
Pharaoh thought they were “entangled” 
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there, shut in by circumstances, but he 
never made a greater mistake. 

It was a place of temptation (Psa, 95: 
8) and Israel failed. Fifteen hundred 
years later One came who was driven of 
the Spirit into the wilderness (a de- 
serted, desolate place), to be tempted 
of the Devil, and he, the God-Man did 
not fail. But he learned by experience 
the bitterness and loneliness of tempta- 
tion added to hunger and thirst. As a 
consequence of much actual experience, 
the sinless Saviour is able to succor 
them that are tempted. Herein is deep 
consolation for the tried in every age 
and in all circumstances. 

It. was in the desert that the presence 
of God was known in the pillar of cloud, 
guiding (where there was no way) the 
vast host whose only duty was to obey 
implicitly. The cloud sought out a rest- 
ing place for the people every time the 
camp moved. He led them about, desert 
all the way, caring for them even in their 
wanderings resulting from unbelief. He 
still went with them; he is still our God, 
and if we would walk along safely we 
‘must keep with him even in the place 
of sterility. He understands all places. 
Surely, without the record of God’s 
school in the desert all his people of 
all times since would have been much 
the poorer. 

It is a place of danger, a parched place, 
where wild beasts dwell (Isa. 34:14), and 
we recall that the Lord “was with the 
wild beasts” (Mark 1:13), not least with 
him who is as a roaring lion or a wily 
serpent as best suits his purpose. 

But the desert, solitary place is a place 
of miraculous provision and overflow of 
satisfaction. When the hungry multitude 
of unreckoned women and children, in 
addition to 5,000 men, were with the 
Lord there, he would not allow his dis- 
ciples to dismiss them unfed lest they 
should faint by the way. How often 
does he anticipate our spiritual exhaus- 
tion and provide against it? He accepted 
the willing offer of a boy’s dinner and 
created and supplied not only bread (the 
essential), but fish as a relish, after the 
custom of the lakeside population. (It 
was broken bread, too, that he gave 
them!) How grace shines in all this! 
And there was a great overplus. 

The desert was a place of prayer 
where the Lord, who had no quiet room 
of his own, was wont to repair for con- 
verse with his Father. How often he 
still allures his own into the wilderness 
to speak to their hearts! 

It is a place of gladness, of trans- 
formation from barrenness to fertility 
(Isa. 43: 18, 19) when the Lord comforts 
all waste places (Isa. 51:3), and makes 
them like the garden of the Lord, a 
place of joy where faith grows as we 
practice it (Heb. 11:38, 39). 

It is, also, a place of rest and com- 
munion with the Lord Jesus (Luke 9: 10) 
after strenuous labor. Lonesome and 


dreary places can be hallowed by inti- 
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mate communion, and such opportuni- 
ties are priceless, and often specially 
provided. Do we always take advantage 
of them? 

The desert can even be a place of soul- 
winning. Philip, busy in a successful 
mission in Samaria, was called by the 
Holy Ghost to go to “Gaza, which is 
desert” (Acts 8:26). -Strange though the 
call must have appeared, Philip obeyed. 
Did it seem waste of time and strength? 
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The obedient servant went, and, by God’s 
own appointment, met an unsatisfied but 
seeking soul. In the desert the ambas- 
sador for Christ and the seeking soul 
met. Great must have been the joy of 
both as the light dawned and eternal 
life was received. 

If we are sent from a city to a desert, 
let. us look out for a hungry’ soul and 
so avoid personal starvation as well as 
missed opportunities. 








| NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











A Sociologist “Corrects” the Bible 


I enclose a clipping. from the Alliance 
(Ohio) Review, an article, ‘“Sociclogist 
Translating Holy Bible.” 

I cannot quite agree with his explana- 
tion of these passages; I would like your 
opinion and explanation of . them.—An 
Ohio reader. 

The newspaper clipping sent with this 
letter is an Associated Press dispatch 
from Evanston, IIll., reporting that Dr. 
William L. Bailey of Northwestern Uni- 
versity is completing a new translation 
of the Gospels, based upon thirty years’ 
investigation. He is “believed by fel- 
low scholars to be the first sociologist 
to undertake such a project,” — and, 
judging from the results, it is to be de- 
voutly hoped that he will be the last! 
Then the dispatch reports his “improve- 
ments” and “corrections” of two very 
familiar Scriptural passages. 

The first is the incident of the rich 
young ruler, in Mark 10:17-22. When 
the young man asked the Lord, “Good 
Master, what shall I do that I may in- 
herit eternal life?” the Lord called his 
attention to the commandments, and the 
reply was, “Master, all these have I ob- 
served from my youth.” We are told 
that the Lord’s heart went out to the 
young man in love, and he said: “One 
thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell 
whatsoever thou hast, and give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in 
heaven: and come, take up the cross, 
and follow me.” 

Here is sociologist Bailey’s correction 
of this translation: 

The proverbially other-worldly and as- 
cetic episode of the rich young ruler is 
actually the story of a hustling, successful 
young executive who asks Jesus if he is 
doing all that he can with his life. 

The actual meaning of the passage 
usually translated as, ‘Sell all thou hast, 
and give to the poor,” is: “Get going. 
Get into the market with your holdings, 
and, by engaging in business activity, cre- 
ate a clear conscience.” 

Dr. Bailey conveniently fails to ex- 
plain what he does with the conclusion 
of the Gospel incident, which télls us 
that the young man “was sad at that 
saying, and went away grieved: for he 
had great possessions.” If our Lord had 
said to the young man what the sociol- 





gist says he said, why should the young 
man have gone away grieved and trou- 
bled? ; 
But. sociologist Bailey has still more 
“light” for us. He has discovered, he 
says, the real meaning of our Lord’s 
words, “Ye cannot serve God and mam- 
mon” (Matt. 6:24). The newspaper re- 
port. tells us: 


As viewed by Dr. Bailey, the translation 
of “mammon” is “prosperity,” and the 
true meaning of “serve” is “separate.” 
‘Thus, he continued, the actual meaning 
of the verse is: “You cannot separate 
religious and secular services.” Jesus knew 
that one must live before one can live 
nobly. Jesus realized that business is 
basic to civilization and necessary to the 
development of cultural and spiritual 
values. 


Again sociologist Bailey fails to ex- 
plain why, if our Lord really said, “Ye 
cannot separate God and prosperity,” 
that statement was immediately pre- 
ceded by the Lord’s word: “No man can 
serve two masters: for either he will 
hate the one, and love the other; or else 
he will hold to the one, and despise the 
other.”. Taking the verse as a whole, 
Dr. Bailey’s new “translation” does not, 
to use a popular expression. of today, 
“make sense.” 

Lest anyone should be troubled by 
this wild, loose talk of a modern, de- 
luded disciple of “science falsely so- 
called” (1 Tim, 6:20) who is indulging 
in what the Holy Spirit in that. same 
verse calls “profane and vain babblings,” 
an experience the Editor had many 
years ago when he was an undergradu- 
ate at Yale may help to clear the matter 
up. One of his classmates, of rather 
skeptical and unbelieving mind, had told 
him that there was nothing in the Bible 
idea of living unselfishly, sacrificially, 
or really putting God and Christ ahead 
of all else, because everyone, Christians 
and all, always acts from what is really 
a selfish motive: that is, if one desires to 
accept Christ as Saviour, and surrender 
the life to Christ, and sacrifice all for 
Christ, this is because one’s self will be 
best pleased by doing that, — therefore 
the decision and the action are really 
selfish, not unselfish. 


(Continued on page 249) 
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Living the Ample Life 


How may we have the great vision granted to David 
and Paul and other writers of Scripture? 


By Henry 
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“I have come that they might have 
‘life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly” (John 10:10). 


OST men live very narrow lives. 
M Brought up in a village, town, or 

city, their local environment is 
about all they know. It is a great en- 
largement when such an one begins to 
think of his nation and of national in- 
terests. But even then most men see 
and think small, for a given nation is 
but a speck upon the globe, and the 
man who. does not see beyond its con- 
fines is small indeed. This is one of 
the serious troubles with the world to- 
day.. Men are segregated and short- 
sighted, and hence they gaze upon their 
own interests without concern for those 
of others. No man can live unto him- 
self aftér this manner, socially or politi- 
cally, and be large minded. He must 
perforce be narrow, selfish, and bigoted. 
Multiply the one individual of this kind 
by hundreds, thousands, and millions, 
and you do not have to be a mathema- 
tician or a philosopher to know what the 
sum total will be and do. It will mean 
wars and rumors of wars, and finally 
carnage of the most diabolical kind. 


Limited Horizons 


All this is true religiously as well as 
socially and politically. If we think and 
see small religiously, we shal] live small. 
The small religious man sees his church, 
his denomination, his friends, his com- 
munity, and few things besides. The 
word “interdenominational” is - almost 
anathema to him. And as for foreign 
missions, it is so much money and energy 
thrown away. 

But this is not the most serious aspect 
of the question. There are many so- 
called Christians who do not see Christ. 
He is too distant and mysterious for such 
sight as they have. It is a case of spir- 
itual astigmatism, where clear things 
are blurred. Such people need the touch 
of' the divine Hand, as Saul after his 
blinding at Damascus did. They do not 
realize that the man who does not see 
Christ high and lifted up is shortsighted 
and sees very small. As a matter of 
fact, Christ is Infinitude, the only One 
who fills all space, and he cannot. be 
left out of the vision if men are to see 
as. the all-seeing God sees. He is the 
Saviour-Lord and beside him there is 
none other. Small-minded and short- 
sighted men need to stand on Jordan’s 
bank ahd hear the word of John the 
Baptist as he says, “Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of 





Looking back over fourscore years, 
filled with rich and varied experi- 
ences, Dr. Frost, Home Director 
Emeritus for North America of the 
China Inland Mission, writes of the 
abundant life. This is not the gilded 
substitute offered by some today, 
who suppose that material prosper- 
ity is the secret of happiness, but 
rather that glorious life in Christ 
which is the heritage of every be- 
liever. Those who have read the 
inspiring biography by Dr. and Mrs. 
Howard Taylor, “By Faith — Henry 
W. Frost and the China Inland Mis- 
sion,” know that his faith has shone 
brightly in the midst of the trials 
of a business career, in the hardest 
kind of rescue mission work, and 
during his long service for the China 
Inland Mission. Those who know 
him personally see that faith shining 
still more brightly as he looks for- 
ward joyfully to the time when he 
will “be with Christ; which is far 
better.” He is looking for that 
Blessed Hope, believing that he may 
‘be caught up in the Rapture; but, if 
that is not to be, he rests upon David’s 
inspired words: “Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou 
art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.” There is great 
blessing for all Christians in this 
lovely message from one who has 
long walked with God. 








the world” (John 1:29). It is a fact 
that one real look at the Lord Jesus will 
give a person the “vision magnifical” 
and, having seen him as he is, no one 
will ever again be nearsighted or small- 
dimensioned. 

David was born and brought up in 
Palestine, a country but a little larger 
than the State of Vermont. For this 
reason, his environment was against him 
and every natural surrounding tended to 
make him insular and narrow-minded. 
Most men in his position would have 
been well content to be Palestinian in 
sight, thought, and action. But David 
refused to be narrowed down like this. 
He belonged to God, and hence to God’s 
universe. It was not a case of being 
national-minded or even internationally- 
minded; it was one of being universally- 
minded, the universe being God’s habi- 
tation. 

I can see David lying on the hillside 
one summer night. He has put all of 


the flock within the fold, save one. This 
one is a ewe lamb and is at his side, 
having lost her mother, and the wee 
thing is covered over with David’s cloak, 
for he is a man with an ample heart. 
But David’s eyes are not closed. They 
are wide open and are looking every- 
where. He sees the wide expanse about 
him, and especially the limitless sky 
above him. And as he gazes upward, 
he begins to count the stars. But this 
is too much for him, for they are too 
many. But his heart is filled with adora- 
tion for the God who made such won- 
ders on earth and in heaven. Where- 
upon, he reaches for his pad and begins 
to write. And this is what he wrote: 
“O Lord our Lord, how excellent is thy 
name in all the earth! who hast set thy 
glory above the heavens. ... When I 
consider thy heavens, the work of thy 
fingers, the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained; what is man, that 
thou art mindful of him? and the son 
of man, that thou visitest him? For thou 
hast made him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory 
and honour” (Psa. 8:1-5). 


David’s Songs in the Night 


And I see him on another night. The 
ewe lamb is older now and is safely 
sheltered in the fold with the other 
sheep of the flock. But David is keep- 
ing vigil before the door. Again he 
writes; and this is what he wrote: 
“Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye the 
Lord from the heavens: praise him in 
the heights. Praise ye him, all his 
angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. 
Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise 
him, all ye stars of light. Praise him, 
ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters 
that be above the heavens. Let them 
praise the name of the Lord: for he 
commanded, and they were created” 
(Psa. 148:1-5). 

No man could write like this except 
one with a great heart and a far-reach- 
ing sight. David could, for, by the 
illumination of the Spirit, he saw God, 
and to him God was everywhere and in 
everything. It is a wonderful thing to 
see and think like this. Indeed, it is 
ample living. 

Paul, who lived many years after Da- 
vid, had the same large mindedness and 
far-sightedness. And, by the yearning 
of the Holy Spirit, he longed that we 
should be like) David and himself. And 


.as the Shepherd-King did, so did the 


apostle.. He took his pad and wrote; and 
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these were his words: “As it is writ- 


ten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him” (1 Cor. 
2:9). (This was the short sight and 
small mind.) “But God hath revealed 
them unto us by his Spirit: for the 
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep 
things of God” (1 Cor. 2:10). (This was 
the far sight and large mind.) 

Paul never changed his attitude 
toward the Lord. Christ, from first to 
last, was the Light of all lights, the- 
Sun that never went down, Hence it 
was that even in the prison at Rome, 
with no bright heaven to be seen above 
him and with the damp, dark walls of 
his cell pressing upon his spirit, he could 
write to the church at Colosse these 
great and notable words concerning the 
Christ: “Who is the image of the in- 
visible God, the firstborn of every crea- 
ture: for by him were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers: all things were created ‘by 
him, and for him: and he is before all 
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things, and by him all things consist. 
And he is the head of the body, the 
church: who is the beginning, the first- 
born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the preeminence” (Col. 
1:15-18). This.is the vision which God 
has of his dear Son, and the one which 
he gave to Paul and would have us have. 
In theory, it is a simple thing for 
the Christian to live the ample life, for 
all he needs to do, according to his rea- 
soning, is to get a good education, read 
broadly, and finally travel around the 
world. But practically, it is not- so 
simple, for the real thing that is re- 
quired, whatever the educational and 
geographical advantages may have. been, 
is to die to self and then to live to 
Christ; and this is a big problem. But 
the Spirit is equal even to this, for he 
has the. power to turn short sight into 
far, and small thinking into large. It 
was exactly this that he did for Paul, 
who cried out in the ecstasy of his spir- 
itual attainment, “For to me to live is 
Christ” (Phil. 1:21). And this, noth- 
ing more, and—mark it — nothing less, 
is. ample living. .- - =. ; 
PRINCETON, N. J. 








Does Belgium Need 


Shadows of superstition which only the 
Light of the World can dispel 








ae 


a Gospel Mission? 
By L. Sale-Harrison, D.D. 














number of years to visit the work 

of our beloved friends, Edith and 
Ralph Norton, in Belgium, — friends 
whom we had known for thirty-five 
years, 

It was not until last summer that: we 
were able to include it in our schedule 
abroad. We were met at the railroad 
station in Brussels by an old friend; the 
Rev. Miner Stearns, the son of the late 
Dr. D. M. Stearns, who was also known 
to us. What a joy it was to see him 
again, this time in the country of his 
missionary activities. We soon arrived 
at the headquarters of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, where the Co-Director, Mr. 
Winston, and his wife and family live, 
and he gave us a right royal welcome 
and entertained us during our stay. 

It was not long before we were able 
to appreciate in a personal way some- 
thing of the difficulties under which 
our friends are working, and of the prob- 
lems they must face daily. We visited 
many of the centers, traveling some hun- 
dreds of miles, and driven by Mr. 
Stearns, who translated for us at these 
same centers, although at the Sunday 
morning service in Brussels Mr. Winston 
did the translating. A description of the 
interesting facts related to them will 
best reveal the magnificent work that 
is being done by this mission. Seeing 


M: WIFE and I had desired for a 


that all of the workers are accomplish- 
ing such glorious work for Christ, it is 
better not to mention the names of those 
we met, as it would be impossible to 
do so without leaving someone out. 

On our way to Warquignies we went 
into the Church of Notre Dame at Hal, 
in which is a black figure of the Virgin, 
and, behind an iron grille, a number of 
cannon balls. Centuries ago the city 
was besieged by an enemy, and the Vir- 
gin,—so they say —caught the cannon 
balls in her hands, and therefore saved 





Dr. Sale-Harrison’s impressions of 
the work in Belgium are of special 
interest, as he has traveled in many 
lands, has had a long experience 
in Christian work, and is well 
known as a writer, Bible teacher, 
and close student of the Scriptures, 
particularly from the prophetic 
point of view. As he tells of. the 
darkness he himself observed in 
Belgium, and of the great needs of 
the workers of the mission at this 
time, doubtless many will feel im- 
pelled to have a part in this im- 
portant work. Gifts should be sent 
to the Treasurer, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 
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the city. The cannon balls which are 
on view are supposed to be some of 
those caught by her. Twice each year 
this Virgin is carried through the streets 
of Hal, and men struggle to have the 
privilege of carrying the image. The 
host is not taken out during that time, 
as the Virgin has the place of honor. 
Outside this church, in the street, is a 
statue, and scattered about are seen 
many hairpins. This statue is supposed 
to be very holy, and women who kneel 
before it leave their hairpins there in 
order to be cured of headaches. Of 
course, they first put their offering into 
the money slot at the foot of the statue. 

Outside one of the churches at Hal 
we saw a plaque which had been put 
up as a memorial to a dean of the Col- 
legiate Church. The carving upon it is 
finished with the text of John 3:16. We 
certainly prayed that the Lord would 
use it to the salvation of many souls. 

We. could only pass the time of day 
at Braine-Le-Comte and Soignies. We 
were well entertained at Dour. The 
pastor, Mr. Vuilleumier, is doing a fine 
work. 

At Courtrai we attended a conference; 
it was Ascension Day. It was well worth 
while to meet these fine workers and 
their wives,—many of them laboring 
under privation. The open-air meeting 
conducted by them was an inspiration. 
One noted the eagerness of the people, 
for some hundreds were listening to the 
Word of God. 

Our visit to Charleroi was most inter- 
esting. Pastor and Mrs. Barbezat are 
here (Mrs. Barbezat being a sister of 
Mrs. Bosshardt, whose husband was cap- 
tured by bandits in China), and they 
are doing a marvelous work in one of 
the most flourishing cities,—a city of 
300,000. Charleroi is the most important 
industrial and mining district in Bel- 
gium; the famous glass industry started 
here. As permits cannot be secured for 
open-air meetings, organized tent work 
has to be conducted some miles away. I 
was permitted to preach here in the eve- 
ning service. It was a time of real en- 
thusiasm and blessing. 

Superstition is seen everywhere in 
this country. It was here that we dis- 
covered that pills sold by the priest were 
made cf water from Lourdes, It states 
on the paper in which the box is wrap- 
ped that one drop of this water is suffi- 
cient to cure both body and soul. The 
reason why this water is supposed to be © 
so miraculous in its effect is because the 
Virgin is supposed to have visited the 
Grotto in person. The spiritual dark- 
ness of Belgium is intense; its supersti- 
tion is worse than in any country we 
have visited. Everywhere are seen small 
shrines,—many thousands of them. 
When these are put up by government 
officials they are supposed to receive 
special merit for it. 

In Bruges the supposed Holy Blood, 
—a few drops of the blood of Christ, — 
is seen on a plaque in the church. The 
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priest blesses it once a year, on the first 
Monday in May, when it is supposed to 
liquefy; then it is taken in a great his- 
toric procession through the streets and 
people fall on their faces before. it in 
adoration. What astonished us was to 
note that in the churches it is usual 
for the Virgin to wear the crown. She 
is given the first place and Christ the 
second place. The people are taught 
to believe the blasphemous statement 
that God sends all calamities, but if 
there are any deliverances or blessings, 
they always come through the Virgin. 
In another church girls leave their 
garters on the grille; they are told that 
by so doing they will be blessed by 
securing a husband. Of course, they 
must first leave a contribution of money. 

In the magnificent square in Brussels 
are some fine ancient buildings. On the 
side of one of these is the reclining figure 
of a noted man of recent date, not a 
religious man at all; but because it is 
an image it has been worn smooth by 
superstitious people, for they think, 
merely’ because it is an image, it will 
bring good luck. 

We were deeply impressed with the 
magnificent testimony borne by the Bel- 
gian-Gospel Mission, and it is not gen- 
erally known what a strategic work it 
is. If Belgium was won for Christ, it 
would have a tremendous influence in 
Europe. It is unfortunate that, though 
the Gospel is the only Light to remove 
the darkness and superstition in this 
country, the mission must go on short 
rations. Many of the workers are living 
in straitened conditions, yet so happy in 
the Lord, for they look upon these trials 
as a test of their faith. Surely we must 
try to encourage them by increasing our 
contributions and our practica} help. 

Because of the European war oppor- 
tunities are presenting themselves which 
have not been available since the Great 
War. They may never come our way 
again. Shall we make this year a ban- 
ner year for the Lord’s work in Bel- 
gium? To do the work among the sol- 
diers and others as it ought to be done 
requires money. There is such freedom 
in the work among the soldiers, and 
among the starving and hopeless ref- 
ugees,—a task which is certainly not 
neglected by this mission. The work 
which is being accomplished is one of 
the finest in the whole of Europe and 
to see it is to love it. May you love it 
too! As one who has traveled through 
Europe and other parts of the world on 
very many occasions, I may say that 
this work seems hardly to be excelled in 
the whole of the old nations of the 
world. 

Amusing incidents, yet trying, were 
not wanting in the old car in which we 
were driven very many miles. This 
car was given more than a dozen years 
ago by interested friends in the United 
States, but it is practically worn out 
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and is not worth repairing. The streets 
in Belgium are nearly all paved with 
cobblestones, and oh, the aching bones 
and bruised bodies that come as a result 
of the desire to go far afield among the 
needy places! Will someone send them 
a really good Buick car? It must be a 
strong car to stand the terrific strain of 
Belgian streets. It must also have a 
good locked trunk so as to carry books, 
luggage, and Bibles. If some devoted 
friends of Mr. and Mrs. Norton have it 
upon their hearts to send this car, please 
add the cost of duty, as that is a con- 
siderable amount which the mission can- 
not afford to pay. I believe this would 
be beneficial, not only in the glorious 
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work for Christ which is being done 
here, but it would also be of great serv- 
ice if our friends needed to use it occa- 
sionally for personal visits. May the 
Lord encourage our beloved friends who 
are accomplishing such wonders for the 
Lord. 

This summary has been held in re- 
serve by the writer, but now that Bel- 
gium is going through such a great crisis 
and help for the Belgian Gospel Mission 
has become so urgent, I pray that it may 
be used by the Lord as an urgent appeal 
for immediate help that must not be 
delayed for our noble fellow workers 
in the Belgian Gospel Mission. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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HE past year has not seen much 

archeological work done in Palestine, 
due to the riots and the war. The most 
important work was the second cam- 
paign at Ezion-geber, Solomon’s manu- 
facturing city and seaport on the Gulf 
of Aqaba at the northeastern end of the 
Red Sea (1 Kings 9:26). The excava- 
tions are in charge of Dr. Glueck, 
director of the American School of 
Oriental Research at Jerusalem. 

The city was a small one and was built 
about a large copper refinery, where the 
roughly smelted copper and iron ores 
from the mines to the northward were 
refined and moulded into copper ingots, 
weapons, tools, and jewelry to be sold 
to the Red Sea trade. The refinery was 
well constructed from a technical view- 
point. The brick work was well laid 
in alternating courses or “headers” and 
“stretchers,” and all the walls were 
“bonded” into one another. The exte- 
rior walls were about four feet thiek 
and ten feet high. In the walls were 
located horizontal flues so arranged that 
the strong winds, which at certain times 
of the day blow directly from the north, 
made a natural forced draft for the fur- 
naces. Furthermore, the building itself 
was purposely located in that section 
of the northern shore of the Gulf of 
Aqaba where these winds reached their 
maximum velocity, although the drink- 
ing water at this site is not so good 
as farther east. . 

The copper or iron to be refined was 
placed in pottery crucibles, which were 
elevated on crude “fire bricks” for un- 
der draft. Charcoal was then placed 
over the “fire bricks” and the crucibles. 
The fire from this charcoal, aided by the 
forced draft in the flue holes, gave suffi- 
cient heat for the refining process. 


The first building used for this pur- 
pose dates from the eleventh century 
B. C. or earlier, and was the property 
of the Edomites. Under them it passed 
through one phase of remodeling. The 
third phase of the plant showed a radi- 
cal change in technique. The rooms 
were smaller, and the wall flues were 
sealed up. In spite of this poorer refin- 
ing technique, the amount of metal 
handled was actually larger. This was 
the period of Solomon when his fleets 
traded these metals in the Red Sea ter- 
ritories. “For the king had ships that 
went to Tarshish with the servants of 
Huram; once every three years came 
the ships of Tarshish, bringing gold, and 
silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks” (2 
Chron. 9:21). 

Varied Egyptian materials show that 
a caravan trade was also carriéd on by 
Ezion-geber, and some of its “roasted” 
copper for refining may have come from 
the Sinai mines. Many pottery can- 
teens were found in the city, apparently 
made there for the desert trade. In- 
deed, the pottery of the city presents 
many new interesting types. Caravan 
trdde, of course, was also carried on 
with interior Arabia, and the earliest 
Arabic inscriptions to be found in Pal- 
estine have been discovered here. Beads 
of carnelian, agate, crystal, and garnet 
were found here, and since these stones 
are native to the district, there may 
have been bead manufacturing here as 
well as refining. 

The city was apparently destroyed by 
Shishak in the same campaign in which 
he captured Jerusalem, but it was 
quickly rebuilt. The destroyer of this 
second city is unknown. The third city 
yielded two Minzan inscriptions, this 
writing being a south Arabian language; 
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and thus is demonstrated the fact that 
there were commercial relations between 
Ezion-geber and the incense lands of 
south Arabia about 1,200 miles away. 
The commerce of this site was also car- 
ried on with Egypt by way of Sinai. In 
these cities nails were also found that 
were used in the making of boats, and 
unexpectedly even ropes used in the 
shipping were also discovered. 

A fourth city occupied the site, but 
little of its history could be worked out. 
It was apparently gone before the inter- 
Testament period was well under way. 
Some Greek shards (fragments of a brit- 
tle substance, as of an earthen vessel) 
of the best period were found, and some 
later Aramaic ostraca (fragments of pot- 
tery with inscriptions). The Nabateeans 
abandoned the site and built a new port 
about a mile and a half to the east. The 
Ezion-gaber of the wilderness journey 
(Num, 33:35) has not yet been found, 
although it must lie near by under the 
sand dunes. 

s § 


Beginning Work at Newly Found Cities 


HE Germans have made some sound- 

ings at Tel Ureima, the Old Testa- 
ment city of Chinnereth. In Old Testa- 
ment times the Sea of Galilee was called 
the Sea of Chinnereth (Num. 34:11) 
after this important. city on its shore. 
The excavations thus far have shown it 
to be a late Canaanite city, whose occu- 
pation continued on into Israelite history 
as late as about 900 B. C., when Ben- 
hadad, king of Damascus, destroyed it 
(1 Kings 15:20). Apparently it was re- 
occupied thereafter, as some scattered 
later remains have been found. 

In New Testament times Jerash was 
one of the great cities of the Decapolis 
over in the Perean country, east of the 
Jordan: Its Old Testament counterpart 
in the days of Abraham has now been 
found in a small ruin a litttle east of 
the New Testament city, but no digging 
has yet been done. 


+4 
Linguistic Light from Ras Shamra 


HE excavations at Ras Shamra in 

Syria continue to illustrate the Bible 
in varied fields. In that city they use 
the short talent of 3,000 shekels instead 
of 3,600 shekels. The talent used in 
Exodus 38:25, 26 was likewise a short 
talent of 3,000 shekels. 

The Ras Shamra people, as well as 
the Horites who lived east of them, used 
the term shilluhim to describe the wed- 
ding gift that a father made to his daugh- 
ter, as did the Hebrews. “Pharaoh king 
of Egypt had gone up, and taken’ Gezer, 
and burnt it with fire, and slain the 
Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and 
given it for a portion unto‘his daughter, 
Solomon’s wife” (1 Kings 9:16). The 
term mohar, that is, the gift made to 
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the bride’s father by the suitor, is also 
a matrimonial term common to all three 
peoples, “Ask me never so much dowry 
and gift, and I will give according as 
ye shall say unto me: but give me the 
damsel to wife” (Gen. 34:12). 

The word “Ashetah” (or, “Ashtaroth,” 
— Judges 2:13) in the Old Testament 
has always been interpreted to mean a 
cult object used in a Canaanite high 
place. In Phoenician inscriptions it is 
an imitation tree set up beside the pil- 
lars of a high place. This interpretation, 
however, does not sound right in 1 Kings 
18:19 (R. V.), “Now therefore send, and 
gather to me all Israel unto mount Car- 
mel, and the prophets of Baal four 
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of 
the Asherah four hundred, that eat at 
Jezebel’s table.” Among the Canaanite 
myths discovered in the Ras Shamra 
tablets is one which names a new god- 
dess of the ocean. She is Asherah. It 
is, doubtless, this Phoenician sea goddess 
which Jezebel has introduced along with 
the old Canaanite Baal. The Ras Shamra 
sacrifices were of various types, one of 
which involved the cooking of a kid 
in goat’s milk. This type of food was 
prohibited to Israel (Deut. 14:21). 


The City Wall in Herod’s Day 


LIMINARY reports on small ex- 
cavations outside the Damascus gate 
and Herod’s gate in Jerusalem appear 
to show that there was a city wall in 
the days of Herod the Great, close to 
the north wall of the present city. Some 
work on the new archeological survey 
in the extreme southern Negeb has been 
done, but no new light has been thrown 


_ on Biblical references, although a con- 


siderable amount of evidence has been 
found from early Christian times there. 


4 
Conservative Scholars Vindicated 


CHOLARS are continuing studies on 

the Lachish letters, which date dur- 
ing the latter part of the life of Jere- 
miah, and which letters are so similar 
to the Biblical Hebrew of that period 
that conservative scholars have now 
been vindicated by archeological evi- 
dence in many of their linguistic con- 
tentions. The liberals are now com- 
pelled to admit a finér evaluation of the 
Hebrew text of our Old Testament, and 
that their former policy of tampering 
with the text when they could not un- 
derstand it was unjustified. 


od 


The Amorites of Abraham’s Day 


ie EXCAVATIONS are slow in produc- 
ing archeological material, literature 
is not. The thousands of cuneiform tab- 
lets found at Mari, the ancient capital 


of the Amorite Empire on the Euphrates . 


River, are rapidly filling up the story 
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of that people at the time when Abra- 
ham was just moving out of that land 
and going south into Palestine. At that 
time there were warlike tribes called 
Benjaminites living north of that Amo- 
rite capital. The generals in the Amo- 
rite army seem to have been called 
“Davids.” These proper names show the 
striking similarities between the Amo- 
rite and the Hebrew languages. These 
documents also show the Horites to be 
an older pecple than we expected. Amo- 
rite. commercial influence went every- 
where; even the distant island of Crete 
is frequently mentioned. 


PITTSBURGH. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“| Had a Talk with Mother” 


T WAS a little difficult to picture her 

as a backslider. I have always looked 
upon her as a model minister’s child 
with an unusually intelligent acceptance 
of her responsibilities. The worst lapse 
I had ever observed was a tendency 
sometimes to whisper and giggle in 
church. But I have not myself yet 
traveled so far from the East as to have 
forgotten how it feels to be very young 
with risibilities inside one. However, 
if she says she had backslidden, back- 
slidden she very likely had. I am sure 
the Good Shepherd must listen very 
tenderly and very gravely to the con- 
fessions of his lambs. 


I remember being distinctly disap- - 


pointed with my mother once— only 
once — when I was very small and had 
gone to bed naughty and cross. For 


_what seemed to me long hours I lay toss- 


ing and tumbling, feeling as if my little 
nightie were a hair shirt. Finally I 
gulped down my infant pride, slipped 
out of bed, shook my mother awake and 
begged her forgiveness. But alas, in- 
stead of recognizing me as a heroic peni- 
tent she said sleepily, “Why wake me 
out of a sound sleep, Child? Run back 
to bed.” Dearest of mothers! Let me 
never forget the long patient hours when 
you watched uncomplaining by my sick- 
bed, or «ue faithful teaching whereby 
you led me to the very foot of the 
cross, or how sadly and often I failed 
my own children. Verily I confess that 
it is only by the grace of. God they are 
what they are. 

But I started to tell you about the 
little maid’s testimony which so touched 
my heart. We are blest of God in our 
village church with a warm, old-fash- 
ioned prayer meeting where a Say-so 
session meets with ready response. In 
one such, B—— stood up quite suddenly 
among her elders and said rather breath- 
lessly: “I used to be so miserable when 
I heard about the Second Coming. I 
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reasoned that since it was to be unex- 
pected perhaps i might delay it by look- 
ing for it all the time. Soon I decided 
that wouldn’t work. But then I ac- 
cepted Christ and it didn’t trouble me 
any more. But last summer I got quite 
backslidden. I went to the Young Peo- 
ple’s Fellowship Conference very un- 
happy. But one night I had a talk with 
Mother, and since then everything has 
been all right.” 

This young girl bears a Christian name 
which is by interpretation, “Blessed.” I 
thought as I listened that it has proved 
as prophetic as any bestowed on the 
Old Testament saints. If only all our 
youths could be blessed with such a 
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counselor! Only wisdom such as God’s 4 


own could suffice to determine the ratio 
of responsibility between the one who 
can look smilingly back upon an early 
crisis and say, “I had a talk with Mother 
—or Dad—and since then everything 
has been all right,” and that other one 
who stumbled on alone in the dark only 
to grow ultimately morbid or cynical 
or, worse perhaps than either, flippant 
and superficial. How little we can guess 
what may be passing in the minds of 
even those who are nearest to us! May 
God give us insight and tact that we fail 
them not in their hour of need, these 
tender young fellow pilgrims of the 
night. 





——— 














Wisdom’ Under the Sun’ and Wisdom from Above 


Contrasting the bitterness of Ecclesiastes 
with the sweetness of the Gospel 





By Ernest Gordon 














NE is helped to understand the 

value of the Gospel which broke 
into the world on the night of Beth- 
lehem by comparing typical sentences 
in the Book of Ecclesiastes with others 
taken at random from the New Tes- 
tament. The difference is prodigious 
a difference as between a gray Novem- 
ber evening and a spring morning. This 
is clearly emphasized when one com- 
pares two personalities, that of the son 
of David, king in Jerusalem, and that 
of Paul, the slave of Jesus Christ, called 
to be an apostle. 

Of the king it might be said that pos- 
sessing all things he had nothing, just 
as Paul described himself as having 
nothing, yet possessing all things. Paul’s 
heart is full of love, full of rejoicing, 
full of prayer, full of sympathy, full of 
praise. In King Solomon’s is little more 
than the dust of death and the odor of 
death, — cynicism, pessimism, skepticism, 
despair. 

Let us compare a few of these respec- 
tive sentiments from Solomon in Eccle- 
siastes! and from Paul, including, with 
those from Paul, certain from Paul’s 
Master. 





The thing that hath been, it is that 
which shall be; and that which is done 





1It is well to keep in mind the point of 
view from which Ecclesiastes is written. As 
Dr. Scofield has so well expressed it in his 
introduction: ‘This is the book of man ‘under 
the sun,’ reasoning about life; it is the best 
man can do, with the knowledge that there 
is a holy God, and that he will bring every- 
thing into judgment. The key phrases are 
‘under the sun’; ‘I perceived’; ‘I said in my 
heart.’ Inspiration sets down accurately what 
passes, but the conclusions and reasonings 
are, after all, man’s. That those conclusions 
are just in declaring it ‘vanity,’ in view of 
judgment, to devote life to earthly things, is 
surely true; but the ‘conclusion’: (12:13) is 
legal, the best that man apart from redemption 
can do, and does not anticipate the Gospel.” 


is that which shall be done: and there 
is no new thing under the sun (Eccles. 
1:9). 

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 
and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known to us 
(Luke 2:15). 

And they were all amazed ... say- 
ing, What thing is this? What new doc- 
trine is this? (Mark 1:27.) 

A new commandment I write unto you 
. » .« because the darkness is past, and 
the true light now shineth (1 John 2:8). 

And I saw a new heaven and a new 
earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away (Rev. 21:1). 





There is no remembrance of former 
things; neither shall there be any re- 
membrance of things that are to come 
with those that shall come after (Eccles. 
$39). 

This cup is the new testament in my 
blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of me. For as often 
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 


ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come 


(1 Cor. 11:25, 26). 





Therefore I hated life (Eccles. 2:18). 

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again 
I say, Rejoice (Phil. 4:4). 

Rejoicing in hope (Rom. 12:12). 

As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing (2 
Cor. 6:10). 





That they might see that they them- 
selves are beasts (Eccles. 3:18). 

Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we 
should be called the sons of God (1 John 
3:1). 

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be: but we know that, when he shall 
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All flesh is not the aN ed é\ifhe but 
there is one kind of flesh of men, an- 
other flesh of beasts (1 Cor. 15:39). 

As we have borne the image of the 
earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly (1 Cor. 15:49). 





I... considered all the oppressions 
that are done under the sun: and behold 
the tears of such as were oppressed, and 
they had no comforter; and on the side 
of their oppressors there was power; 
but they had no comforter (Eccles. 4:1). 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power: who 
went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil (Acts 
10: 38). 

I will send him [the Comforter] unto 
you. And when he is come, he will 
reprove the world of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment (John 16:8). 

All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth (Matt. 28:18). 

And God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: 
for the former things are passed away 
(Rev. 21:4). 





A man to whom God hath given riches, 
wealth, and honor, so that he wanteth 
nothing for his soul... yet God giveth 
him not power to eat thereof, but a 
stranger eateth it: this is vanity (Eccles. 
6:2). 

(This is the rich fool of Luke 12. 
Vanity, indeed, but not necessary van- 
ity.) Therefore I say unto you, Take 
no thought ... what ye shall eat (Matt. 
6: 25). 

Sell that ye have, and give alms; pro- 
vide yourselves ... a treasure in the 
heavens (Luke 12:33). 





For he cometh in with vanity, and de- 
parteth in darkness, and his name shall 
be coveréd with darkness (Eccles. 6:4). 

I am the light of the world: he that 
followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
but shall have the light of life (John 8: 
12). 

I am come a light into the world, that 
whosoever believeth on me should not 
abide in darkness (John 12:46). 





All the labour of man is for his mouth, 
and yet the appetite is not filled (Eccles. 
6:7). 

Labour not for the meat which per- 
isheth, but for that meat which en- 
dureth unto everlasting life, which the 
Son of man shall give unto you (John 
6:27). 

Take no thought ... what ye shall eat. 

. Is not- the life more than meat? 
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. All these things shall be added 
unto you (Matt. 6:25, 33). 





Neither may he contend with him that 
is mightier than he (Eccles. 6:10). 

When a stronger than he shall come 
upon him, and overcome him, he taketh 
from him all his armour wherein he 
trusted (Luke 11:22). 





For who knoweth what is good for 
man in this life, all the days of his vain 
life? (Eccles. 6:12.) 

But godliness is profitable unto all 
things, having promise of the life that 
now is, and of that which is to come (1 
Tim. 4:8). 





For who can tell a man what shall 
be after him under the sun? (Eccles. 6: 
12.) 

In my father’s house are many man- 
sions .. . I go to prepare a place for 
you ...I1 will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also (John 14:2, 3). 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his spirit 
(1 Cor. 2:9, 10). 

The sufferings of this present time 
are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.... 
The creature itself also shall be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of 
God (Rom, 8:18, 21). 





It is better to go to the house of 
mourning, than to go to the house of 
feasting: for that is the end of all men 
(Eccles. 7:2). 

(Peter “went in, and sat... to see 
the end” (Matt. 26:58), the end of 
Christ’s career and life. In the first 
chapter of his First Epistle, he adjures 
us to hope for another end, that which 
is to be brought at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. The servants of God have 
“fruit unto holiness, and the end ever- 
lasting life’— Rom. 6:22.) 





Money is a defence (Eccles. 7:12). 

Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass in your purses (Matt. 10:9). 

We brought nothing into the world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out. . . . They that will be rich fall 
into temptation and a snare.”. . . For 
the love of money is the root of all evil 
(1 Tim. 6:7, 9, 10). 





Consider the work of God: for who 
can make that straight, which he hath 
made crooked (Eccles. 7:13). 

The crooked shall be made straight. 

. . And the glory of the Lord shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
(Isa. 40:4, 5). 

And you hath he quickened, who were 
dead in trespasses and sins: wherein in 
time past ye walked according to... 
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the spirit that now worketh in the chil- 
dren of disobedience . . . fulfilling the 
desires of the flesh ... by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others (Eph. 
2: 1-3). 

But God ... hath quickened us to- 
gether with Christ ... and hath raised 
us up... and made us sit... in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus (Eph. 
2: 4-6). 





Be not righteous over much; neither 
make thyself over wise: why shouldest 
thou destroy thyself. Be not over much 
wicked . .. why shouldest thou die be- 
fore thy time (Eccles. 7:16, 17). 

I would that thou wert cold or hot. 
So then because thou art lukewarm, and 
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 


out of my mouth (Rev. 3:15, 16). 


A double minded man is unstable in 
all his ways (Jas. 1:8). 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom (Col. 3:16). 

That ye might be filled with the 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding (Col. 1:9). 





For there is not a just man upon earth, 
that doeth good, and sinneth not (Eccles, 
7:20). 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect 
(Matt. 5:48). 

The centurion ... glorified God, say- 
ing, Certainly this was a just man (Luke 
23: 47). 

The God of our fathers hath chosen 
thee, that thou shouldest . .. see that 
Just One (Acts 22:14). 

Christ . . . suffered . .. the just for 
the unjust (1 Pet. 3:18). 

Which of you convinceth me of sin? 
(John 8:46.) 





That which is far off, and exceeding 
deep, who can find it out? (Eccles. 7:24.) 

And came and preached peace to you 
which were afar off (Eph. 2:17). 

He also descended first into the lower 
parts of the earth. He that descended 
is the same also that ascended up far 
above all heavens (Eph. 4:9, 10). 





I applied mind¢ heart to know... 
the wickedness of folly (Eccles. 7:25). 

I would have you wise unto that which 
is good, and simple concerning evil 
(Rom. 16:19). f 

For it is a shame even to speak of 
those things which are done of them 
in secret (Eph. 5:12). ' 





A man hath no better thing under the 
sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be 
merry (Eccles. 8:15). 

Take thine ease, eat, drink, and be 
merry. But God said unto him, Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be re- 
quired of thee (Luke 12:19, 20). 

Let us eat and drink; for to morrow 
we die (1 Cor. 15:32). 

Thou fool, that which thou sowest is 
not quickened, except it die (1 Cor. 15: 
36). 
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All things come alike to all: there 
is one event to the righteous, and to 
the wicked; to the good and to the clean, 
and to the unclean (Eccles. 9:2). 

Blessed are they that do his com- 
mandments, that they may have right 
to the tree of life, and may enter in 
through the gates into the city. For 
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and 
whoremongers, and murderers, and idol- 
aters, and whosoever loveth and maketh 
a lie (Rev. 22:14, 15). 





But the dead know not any thing, 
neither have they any more a reward; 
for the memory of them is forgotten 
(Eccles. 9:5). 

Father, I will that they also, whom 
thou hast given me, be with me where 
I am; that they may behold my glory, 
which thou hast given me: for thou 
lovest ‘me before the foundation of the 
world (John 17:24). 





Time and chance happeneth to them 
all. For man also knoweth not his time: 
as the fishes that are taken in an evil 
net, and as the birds that are caught 
in the snare; so are the sons of men 
snared in an evil time, when it falleth 
suddenly upon them (Eccles. 9:11, 12). 

And we know that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 
his purpose. For whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate ... 
called ... justified ... glorified... 
He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 
things (Rom. 8:28-32). 





A poor wise man... by his wisdom 
delivered the city; yet no man remem- 
bered that same poor man (Eccles. 9: 
15). 

I come quickly; and my reward is with 
me, to give every man according as his 
work shall be (Rev. 22:12). 

Great is your reward in heaven (Matt. 
5:12). 





But if a man live many years... 
yet let him remember the days of dark- 
ness; for they shall be many. All that 
cometh is vanity (Eccles. 11:8). 

I am now ready to be offered, and the 
time of my departure is at hand... 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that 
day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing (2 
Tim. 4:6, 8). 





In the first series we have human 
bankruptcy,—the liquidation of man’s 
systems, thoughts, aspirations, moralities. 
In the second we have the superabound- 
ing solvency of abundant grace, abun- 
dant life, abounding love, abounding 
consolation, abounding joy, and an 
abundant entrance into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 
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LESSON 1. APRIL 7. AMOS PLEADS FOR JUSTICE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Amos 5 and 7; printed text; Amos 5:1, 10-15, 21-24 
Golden Text.—Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate.—Amos 5: 15 































The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Amos 5:1, 10-15, 21-24 


Kinc James VERSION 


Amos 5:1 Hear ye this word which I take up against you, even 
a lamentation, O house of Israel. 


10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and they abhor 
him that speaketh uprightly. 

11 Forasmuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, and 
ye take from him burdens of wheat: ye have built houses of 
hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in them; ye have planted 
pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink wine of them. 

12 For I know your manifold transgressions and your mighty 
sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe, and they turn aside 
the poor in the gate from their right. 

13 Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for 
it is an evil time. 

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and so the Lorp, 
the God of hosts, shall be with you, as ye have spoken. 

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment 
in the gate: it may be that the Lorp God of hosts will be gracious 
unto the remnant of Joseph. 


21 I hate, I despise your feast days, and I will not smell in 
your solemn assemblies. 

22 Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your meat offer- 
ings, I will not accept them; neither will I regard the peace 
offerings of your fat beasts. 

23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will 
not hear the melody of thy viols. 

24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as 








AmenRIcan STANDARD VERSION . 


Amos 5:1 Hear ye this word which I take up for a lamentation 
over you, O house of Israel. 


10 They hate him that reproveth in the gate, and they abhor 
him that speaketh uprightly. 11 Forasmuch therefore as ye 
trample upon the poor, and take exactions from him of wheat: 
ye have built houses of hewn stone, but ye shall not dwell in 
them; ye have planted pleasant vineyards, but ye shall not drink 
the wine thereof. 12 For I know how manifold are your trans- 
gressions, and how mighty are your sins — ye that afflict the just, 
that take a bribe, and that turn aside the needy in the gate from 
their right. 13 Therefore he that is prudent shall keep silence 
in such a time; for it is an evil time. 

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live; and so Jehovah, 
the God of hosts, will be with you, as ye say. 15 Hate the evil, 
and love the good, and establish justice in the gate: it may 
be that Jehovah, the God of hosts, will be gracious unto the 
remnant of Joseph. 


21 I hate, I despise your feasts, and I ‘will take no delight 
in your solemn assemblies. 22 Yea, though ye offer me * your 
burnt-offerings and meal-offerings, I will not accept them: 
neither will I regard the * peace-offerings of your fat beasts. 
23 Take thou away from me the noise of thy songs; for I will 
not hear the melody of thy viols. 24 But let justice roll down 
as waters, and righteousness as a * mighty stream. 


1Heb., will not smell a savor. *Or, burnt-offerings with 

your meal-offerings. *Or, thank-offerings. ‘Or, ever-flowing. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Ontlines; are copyrighted by the Inter- 








































a mighty stream. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


CAREFUL reading of ‘the entire 
A nine chapters of the Book of Amos 

will give us much more informa- 
tion than we generally have concerning 
the personal lives of the minor prophets. 
He gives us autobiographical notes of 
deep interest which form a fitting back- 
ground to his stirring messages. He 
describes himself as a herdman of Tekoa, 
a town in the hill country of Judah, 
about twelve miles from Jerusalem. It 
is mentioned in several interesting con- 
nections in Scripture (2 Sam. 14:2; 2 
Sam. 23:26; Neh. 3:5, 27). A desert town, 
surrounded by vast solitudes, it was a 
suitable place for men of pastoral oc- 
cupation. Moved by God himself to 
leave his humble occupation and to go 
forth to proclaim the word of the Lord 
to both Judah and Israel, Amos, like 
Paul in later years, was not disobedient 
to the heavenly vision, but went out at 
the divine command through the length 
and breadth of the land as a preacher 
of righteousness, calling the people to 
repent of the manifold evils everywhere 
prevalent. He was a fearless opponent 
of the iniquity in high places, even dar- 
ing. to declare the word of the Lord 


national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. . 
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against Jeroboam II; in the capital of 
the Northern Kingdom, much of the dis- 
gust and indignation of the false priest 
Amaziah (Amos 7:10-17), who en- 
deavored to silence him and to insist 
that he return to Judah and cease inter- 
fering with the vested interests and 
abounding iniquity prevafling in Israel. 
But Amos fearlessly withstood this un- 
godly prelate and pronounced his doom 
because of his disobedience to the Word 
of the Lord. 

It will be well to read the entire 
prophecy in order to get the background 
of the present lesson, and to understand 
the conditions under which Amos ex- 
ercised the prophetic office. 


The Historical Setting 


Born in Tekoa, following the humble 
occupation of a herdman and a gatherer 
of wild figs, Amos was called of God 
to become his messenger to the two 
kingdoms. He flourished in the days 
of Uzziah, king of Judah, and of Jero- 
boam II, king of Israel; so was, for a 
time at least, contemporary with Isaiah 
and Micah in the early part of the eighth 
century before Christ. 


Verse by Verse 
Amos 5:1.—“Hear ye this word ...a 


lamentation.” The true servant of God 
takes no delight in denouncing the sins 


/of his times. He grieves over the fail- 


ures and unrighteous practices of the 


people whom he is called upon to re- 


prove. 


Verse 10—‘They hate him that re- 
buketh in the gate.” The gate was the 
place of judgment. Men who are wed- 
ded to their sins do not like to be dis- 
turbed by faithful preaching. They pre- 
fer smooth things (Isa. 30:10), and they 
detest those who declare the need of 
repentance and self-judgment. 


Verse 11.—‘Your treading is upon the 
poor.” Boldly the prophet denounced 
the existing corruption and the pride 
and haughtiness of rich oppressors of 
the poor, “malefactors of great wealth” 
who enriched themselves at the expense 
of the comfort and health of their em- 
ployees, and who ignored the need of 
the poverty-stricken all about them. 
They: were to be visited with judgment. 
The day would soon come when their 
vast holdings would become valueless. 


Verse 12.—“They turn aside the poor 
in the gate.” By gross manipulation of 
the judiciary, by bribes and political 
corruption, these unrighteous violators 
of the law of God lived in selfish indul- 
gence and carnality of the grossest kind, 
while the toiling masses were bereft 
of the ordinary comforts of life and 
groaned under oppression and lack of 
consideration. To all this God was no 
indifferent spectator. 


Verse 13.—“The prudent shall keep 
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silence ... it is an evil time.” With 
iniquity entrenched in high places, he 
who thought only of his own interests 
would not dare lift up his voice in re- 
buke, It was otherwise with Amos, who 
could not be silent, however imprudent 
it might seem to speak out in denuncia- 
tion of unrighteousness. 


Verse 14.—“Seek good, and not evil 


... the Lord, the God of hosts, shall be, 


with you.” Only when a people shall 
turn from their evil ways and follow 
after goodness and righteousness can 
they count on the favor of God (Prov. 
14:34). He cannot go on with oppression 
and corruption. 


Verse 15.—“Hate the evil, and love the 
good.” It is a call to sincere repentance. 
If this call were heeded it might not 
yet be too late for the salvation of “the 
remnant of Joseph.” Let judgment be 
established in the gate and God might 
yet undertake for the defence of his 
people. 


Verse 21—“I despise your feast days.” 
To suppose that God finds any delight 
in liturgical and ritualistic services, or 
in religious observances of any kind, 
when righteousness is flouted and hypoc- 
risy is everywhere prevalent, is a great 
mistake indeed. He demands truth in 
the inward parts (Psa. 51:6) and right- 
eousness in conduct (Psa. 4:5). 


Verse 22.—‘Burnt-offerings ...I will 
not accept them.” Outwardly there was 
some’ pretence at honoring Jehovah even 
in the kingdom of Jeroboam, but so long 
as this was divorced from equity and 
justice, God could not accept the offer- 
ings and pretended devotion of the wor- 
shipers. 


Verse 23.—“I will not hear the melody 
of thy viols.” Then, as now, beautiful 
musical services were used at times to 
cover up the real state of affairs. So 
long as: iniquity abounded, their songs 
were but a noise, and God found no de- 
light in the sweet strains of their in- 
struments. 


Verse 24.—“Let judgment run down as 
waters, and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.” This was what he desired, and 
only as this became a reality could he 
accept their worship and acknowledge 
them as his people. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Sad and solemn are the dirge-like 
measures of the prophet’s lamentation 
over the fallen nation that he loved so 
well, and from which he could not dis- 
sociate himself. They had broken down 
utterly in their professed fidelity to God 
as was manifested in their unrighteous 
behavior and their contempt for the 
poor. The prophet calls them to face 
these things in the presence of God and 
to turn from sin to justice —to consider 
the cause of the needy and the under- 
privileged and to recognize their respon- 
sibility to hold all that they have as 
stewards of the Most High, to be dis- 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Second Quarter 
1. April. 7.—Amos Pleads for Justice. 
Amos 5 and 7 
2. April 14.—Hosea Tells of God’s For- 
giving Love ......-Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
. April 21.—Micah’s Vision of Peace ..Micah 
. April 28.—Isaiah Comforts an Afflicted 
es ee ll 
5. May 5.—Isaiah Gives God’s Invitation. 
Isaiah 55 
. May 12.—Habakkuk’s Faith ..... Habakkuk 
. May 19.—Jeremiah Denounces False 
oa. Sosy sptekanwas Jeremiah 23 
8 May 26.—Jeremiah Announces the 
New Covenant ........... .. Jeremiah 31 
9. June 2.—Testing Conduct by Its Use- 
fulness (A Principle of Temperate 
Living). Ezekiel 15:1-6; Matthew 
5:13-16; 7:16-20; 1 Corinthians 10:6, 7 
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pensed in accordance with his Word. 
Surely all this has a voice for us today! 


A Lesson Outline 
THE PROPHECY OF AMOS 


God’s Displeasure against 
Unrighteousness 


Part One—The wickedness of the Gentile 
nations denounced and judgments pre- 
dicted (1:1 to 2:3) 

Part Two—The state of Judah and Israel 
laid bare and judgment announced (2: 
4-16) 

Part Three—The state of the chosen peo- 
ple calling for repentance; otherwise 
judgment must fall (3:1 to 9:10) 

Part Four—Prediction concerning Mes- 
siah’s Kingdom of righteousness to be 
set up when the true Son of David 
reigns (9:11-15) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Amos, Divinely Called. Amos had no 
thought of becoming or being recog- 
nized as a prophet, as some men today 
select the “ministry” as a profession. 
He would have been content to pursue 
his humble avocation as a small farmer, 
or possibly a mere farmer’s hand, or 
assistant, if such had been the mind of 
God for him. But as he followed the 
flock, his soul was in communion with 
Jehovah. As he gathered wild figs his 
heart meditated on the great issues of 
the soul’s relationship to God and the 
importance of-obedience to his Word. 
From this humble service he was di- 
vinely called to proclaim the truth of 
God to the people. 


The Indictment of Israel and Judah. 
In both kingdoms similar conditions 
were found, though they were more 
manifest in Israel, where idolatry had 
been entrenched for so long. Covetous- 
ness, licentiousness, and impiety were 
everywhere apparent, yet the leaders 
who were most responsible for this state 
of affairs seemed utterly indifferent to 
the mischief wrought. Because of this, 
judgment was at the door. - 


A Faithful Preacher. Amos was a trué 
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messenger of Jehovah, who sought w 
exercise the consciences of the wrong- 
doers. Men like him are never popular 
with those who are living in unright- 
eousness and profiting outwardly by in- 
iquitous practices. Better far, however, 
to have the approbation of One than 
of the many. Like Paul, Amos spoke 
“not as pleasing men, but God, which 
trieth our hearts” (1 Thess, 2:4). Yet 
there was no railing, no unkind or 
abusive language: simply the earnest, 
solemn recital of their guilt, and a ten- 
der loving call to repentance, with the 
prediction of judgment if this were un- 
heeded. 


Applications and Summaries 


To pretend to be pious while using 
religion as a cloak for unrighteousness is 
obnoxious to God. 


Those who live in sin and are deter- 
mined not to repent always hate him 
who ‘turns the light upon their unright- 
eous ways and rebukes their selfishness 
and corruption. 


He who would be God’s messenger to 
an evil and gainsaying generation must 
be prepared to be misunderstood . and 
persecuted by those whose iniquities he 
has to reprove. 


It is not a sin to acquire wealth if it 
is done honestly and with due regard 
to the rights of others, but it is a grave 
sin to use that wealth for selfish pleas- 
ure, forgetting the needs of the poverty- 
stricken masses. 


Men are not saved by doing righteous- 
ness, but no one is saved who lives in 
unrighteousness (1 John 3:7). Do we 
manifest the reality of the faith we 
profess by active goodness? 

It is a remarkable fact that while the 
members of the church of God are not 
sent into the world to reform the nations, 
yet wherever the principles of the Gos- 
pel have been received, reforms of all 
kinds immediately follow. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HO was Amos, and what was his 
occupation? 


2. How did he becorne a prophet? 
3. What was the burden. of his message? 
4. What sizis did he charge against lsrael? 
5. How was his message received? 


6. What correspondences do you see be- 
tween conditions in Israel of old and in our 
land today? 

7. Are the “haves” responsible to assist or 
share with the “have nots’’? 


8. What judgments did Amos declare 
would come upon those who ignored the 
call to repentance? 


9. Were these predictions fulfilled? 


10. How may we apply the lessons of this 
book today? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 247 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one mo Ay week. But readers are 
ine ond seated savetaglio’ © ischial anateing 
g an y a leaflet explainin 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in hi Failure to note 


the conditions means tha illustrations 
are constan hewing to be rejected the 
editors, which might otherwise 1 available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the tota! for any one lesson. 


Leaving Out God.—Hear ye this word 
which I take up against you, even a 
lamentation (Amos 5:1). If we study 
the public documents, the charters, 
and political compacts of long ago, we 
will find that God has.a great place in 
the thoughts of those who. formulated 
the documents. Our own Constitution 
was founded upon much of Bible truth. 
But a study of later papers, such as the 
treaty of Versailles, ‘and other impor- 
tant pronouncements, reveals the total 
absence of God’s name. Thus the race 
progresses in godlessness.—From Young 
People’s Full Gospel Quarterly. Sent by 
Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 

Deafness—Hear ye this word (v. 1). 
A man said about something he wished 
to make clear, “Why, it is as plain as 
ABC!” “Yes,” said a third party, “but 
the man you are talking to is D. E. F.” 
So some of our’ hearers seem to turn 
away from the Word of God. Let us 
explain the Gospel as we may, if there 
is no desire in the heart, our plainest 
messages are lost. — From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


Repentance Is Turning Around.—They 
hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and 
they abhor him that speaketh uprightly 
(v. 10). Someone came to a preacher 
and said, “I don’t like to hear you 
preach, because you always rub the fur 
the wrong way.” He answered, “Not at 
all, Sister; just turn around.”—From 
“Addresses on First Corinthians,” by Dr. 
H. A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. Robert 
L. Vining, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Rebuked by a Poor Man.—Forasmuch 
therefore as your treading is upon the 
poor (vy. 11). The French scholar, 
Muretus, a Protestant exile in the sev- 
enteenth century, fell seriously ill in 
Lombardy and was taken to a pauper 
hospital. Then he. overheard the- doc- 
tors consulting about him in Latin, not 
thinking that the pauper patient could 
understand the language of the learned. 
They said, “Let us try an experiment 
with this worthless creature.” And from 
his bed the sick scholar startled them by 
murmuring in Latin, “Will you call 
worthless one for whom Christ did not 
disdain to die?”—From Christian Ob- 
server. Sent by Mrs. Robert L. Vining, 
Piedmont, W. Va. 
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A Little Girl’s Question.—For I know 
your manifold transgressions and your 
mighty sins: they afflict the just, they 
take a bribe, and they turn aside the 
poor in the gate from their right (v. 12). 
A little girl and her brother were carry- 
ing a basket of cakes to their grand- 
mother. Curious to see what was in the 
basket, they very carefully raised the 
cover and looked in. When their greedy 
eyes saw the tempting cakes, their 
mouths fairly watered to taste them. 
After counting them over several times, 
they almost made up their minds they 
might eat just one of them. Nobody 
would know it, and it would taste so 
good! While they were gazing at the 


cakes, and just ready to take one, the 


little girl looked up in her brother’s 
face, and asked the question, “Can’t God 
count?” This settled the matter; the 
lid was shut down, and all the cakes 
were carried to the grandmother.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. W. J. 
Garver, Washington, Pa. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


Civilized but Not Saved.—I will not 
accept them (v. 22). A few years ago 
I was in Japan walking along a broad 
road which lay outside of the city of 
Yokohama. As I passed on my way I 
noticed a Japanese gentleman coming 





















































* 243 


toward me, who, evidently, was of a 
high and modern order. He was dressed 
in foreign clothes—a cut-away coat, 
pressed trousers, highly polished shoes, 
immaculate linen, and a well tied cravat, 
and he wore a derby hat. His face was 
bright and very intelligent looking, giv- 
ing one the idea that he had studied 
abroad, possibly at Oxford or Columbia 
University. It was my impression that 
he was educated beyond all heathenism, 
and possibly, that he was somewhat 
Christianized. As he came toward me, 
he glanced to the left and noticed a 
wide-open shrine standing beside the 
road, at the back of which was a large 
and repulsive looking idol. To my sur- 
prise the gentleman stopped, turned to 
the front of the shrine, took off his 
derby hat, bowed his head in worship 
of the idol, mumbled a few prayers, took 
out a piece of silver from his pocket, 
threw it with practiced accuracy into a 
basket which stood before the idol, raised 
»his hand and took hold of a pendant 
rope, pulled the rope and rang the bell 
which advised the god that he had 
prayed and made his offering. There- 
upon he turned and went his way.— 
From Henry W. Frost, in Revelation. 
Sent by Harold P. Shelly, Quakertown, 
Pa. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


With the Outdoor Man.—Amos, who 
was among the herdmen ... two years 
before the earthquake (Amos 1:1). To 
those who live here in the East, Amos 
was the real farmer sort with hayseed 
in hair and rye straw in mouth and 
pants in boots and bucolic in talk. To 
those who live in the “wild and woolly 
West” he was a rancher with broad 
acres, pony to ride and with cowboys to 
look after the cattle. 

God has selected all sorts of men to get 
his messages to his people. Here in 
Amos we have the outdoor man. Note 
how Amos worked his calendar. This 
is the way farmer folks figure events. 
Mother, who was a farmer’s daughter, 
always marked time that way. The 
“panic” did not occur in 1857, but, “When 
our Willie was a baby.” In California up 
the San Francisco way they spoke, and 
still speak, as does Amos, “’Steen years 
after the earthquake.” It is sort o’ fun 
to go through the Book of Amos and 
pick out the countryside evidence that 
convicts him as an agriculturist. (Matt. 
26: 73.) 

“What’s the use?” This: You will 
get the indelible impression that the 
Book runs as true to nature as it does 
to history and humanity. You will be 
convinced that no inventor, however 
gifted, could have faked human nature, 
even though smart enough to do it for 
history. 

When I come in talking contact with 
one of the graduates of Doubt College, 
in eruption about the Bible ‘“a man’s 
product,” with lots “of Hebrew folk- 
lore,” I say to him, “How do you ac- 
count for Amos, the rancher of the 
Palestine plains getting in on this Bib- 
lical literature. Real writing men, and 
not ‘herdsmen,’ compose essays and 
prophecies.” 


By Words.—For three transgressions 
. . . and for four (vs. 3, 6, 9, 11, 13). 
Some years ago a bank employee named 
Westcott wrote a delightful story called, 
“David Harum.” The book at once be- 
came a “best seller.” “David Harum” 
owned a small country bank and traded 
“hosses.” Westcott in his story wrapped 
his hero up in the bucolic philosophy 
of the countryside. 

It developed that Westcott, in his job 
of meeting the customers of the bank 
where he was employed, kept a tablet 
handy. When any of the farmers got 
off one of the sayings of the countryside 
he wrote it down. 

“Fleas are a good thing for a dog; 
they make him forget he is a dog,” was 
one. “Do to the other fellow what. he 
is going to do to you, but do it first,” was 
one fellow farmer’s version of the Golden 
Rule. There. are many more. 

Here in our lesson we smile as’ we 
hear Amos of the Hills and Pastures 
getting off the favorite byword, “For 
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three transgressions ... and for four.” 
“What does the expression mean?” I 
asked Matthew Henry. It is simply a 
way the herdsman had of saying “many.” 
When we say, “Oh, just one or two,” 
it means “a few.” The Holy Spirit spoke 
to Amos and he used the expression that 
meant “a lot.” He puts into the patois 
of his vocation our “two or three.” You 
may remember Satan has a byword, 
“Skin for skin” (Job 2:4). Paul’s “this 
is a faithful saying” (1 Tim. 1:15; 2 Tim. 
2:11; Titus 3:8). 

When I was in the great city the 
professional man I consulted told me 
many things. When I came home here 
in the tall grass of the Brandywine 
meadows and met the question, “What 
did he tell you?” I replied, “He gave 
me an earful!” 

You see the situation in our lesson 
was this: Israel, the people God loved 
and did so much for, was on the down 
grade and running wild. God was call- 
ing them to repentance, and he works 
through human means. He was using 
all sorts of men for the purpose. In 
our next lesson we will find him using 
a broken-hearted, deserted husband to 
make the appeal. Heaven’s strategy for 
salvation has never changed. To save 
the sinner he uses all sorts of men. 
There will be a polished Wilbur Chap- 
man and a rough-and-tumble Billy Sun- 
day. Just so they are saved! 


Rain.—Let judgment run down as 
waters, and righteousness. as a mighty 
stream (5:24). Here in the U. S. A,, 
except in the old-time “Great American 
Desert” section, water is as commonplace 
as sunshine and air, and sand and rocks 
and clay. But in Palestine water is one 
of nature’s luxuries, and something to 
talk about. Remember those wells that 
Isaac dug, only to be coveted. You might 
think they were wells of liquid gold 
(oil) from the importance that was put 
upon them (Gen. 26:17-22). Water in 
Palestine meant prosperity and happi- 
ness because God had placed his “chosen 
people” in a land of great fertility, and 
in. a climate whose warm breezes 
shouted, “Grow!” In these modern days 
the Jewish Zionists have come into the 
land and, applying the water, are pro- 


ducing banner crops. Those who know . 


say no oranges can surpass the product 
of the Palestine groves. The famous 
“Temple” orange of Florida is the near- 
est (Num. 13:26, 27). 

Amos is telling his erring people that 
the judgments of the Lord can be as 
full of blessings to them as. mighty 
streams of water. Amos was what to- 
day we would call a “farmer,” probably 
specializing in livestock. 

You never knew a real farmer who did 
not do much of his thinking in terms 
of water. He calls it “rain.” “The po- 
tatoes need some dry weather, danger 
of rotting.” “The corn needs rain or 
the ears won’t fill out.” “The hill pas- 
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ture is drying out —needs a good soak- 
ing,” etc., etc. 

All of this is to say that God would 
have righteousness (goodness) as natu- 
ral and as commonplace as the creeks 
and rivers of our land. 

In Pennsylvania, here in the East, we 
have the Delaware and the Schuylkill. 
In the center is the noble Susquehanna. 
In the West the Monongahela and the 
Allegheny, and a little of the Ohio. 
Other states have other fine rivers that 
bring blessing. “Floods!” Yes, and we 
have “panics” and bankruptcies and “de- 
pression.” But who’s the fault and 
blame? Old Mr. Greed cut the hill- 
sides bare of trees without replacement. 
Then Old Mr. Greed went into wild 
speculation. God would have it all 
otherwise if we would only “Stop, Look, 
Listen” as the railroad sign warns. 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we do thank thee for the messages of thy 
Word, which bring us face to face with ques- 
tions of our relationship to others. We thank 
thee for the deep principles set forth which 
can so securely guide us in these relationships. 
In this lesson today may we think especially 
of fairness and justice toward others, and may 
we guard against any tendencies in ourselves 
to merit such words as Amos uttered against 
Israel. May the outward offers of service find 
their source in true hearts, and not in any 
motives that would be unworthy of one of 
thy children. May our worship be deeply 
sincere, and not a matter of form. When we 
offer ur songs of praise may they be accepta- 
ble to the Lord, and not set aside by him be- 
cause the practices of our daily life are so 
contrary to his will that the songs that we 
sing have an empty sound before him. We 
ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever ° 
thought how very important it is for 
each one of us to discover where we 
ourselves need correction? It is so easy 
for us to see where other persons are 
wrong, and so hard to clear away the 
mists from our own thinking, and dis- 
cover ways in us which need the cleans- 
ing touch of the Holy Spirit. A young 
man who was about to engage in a col- 
lege debate was asked by his father what 
it was that he intended to prove. “Why,” 
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he said, “I want to prove that the other 
fellow is wrong!” The young man 
thought that his answer was pretty 
smart, but there was a better way to 
approach that debate. It would be to 
set up the subject and his argument in 
such a way as to show that his side of 
the debate was right. It is far more im- 
portant for us to be right than it is to 
find fault with somebody else.. The 
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prophet Amos was very plain-spoken 
when he pointed out God’s hatred of 
the mere appearance of righteousness 
with no true heart back of it. Others 
are taking your measure constantly. 
Thoughtful friends know more than you 
think they know about you, and they 
rejoice to see a life that is in itself a 
testimony to the presence of the Lord in 
the life. Do you rejoice in that when 
you look at others? Are you seeing how 
wonderfully God keeps in the right path 
so many fine Christians whose lives in 
school, in the home, or in business are 
just as Christian as when they teach 
a Sunday school class? Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


bd 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: God’s Prophets. 

Discussion: What is the price of stand- 
ing true to God? What kind of profits 
does the investment yield? 


Objective: Uncompromising loyalty to 
God. 











AY, fellows, we are starting in today 

on a three-months’ study of lessons 
from the prophets—mostly the “minor 
prophets.” It should be a series full of 
interest for you. One reason is that 
these were men of great courage. They 
did not flinch before a hard task. They 
“took their lives in their hands” as they 
went forth to deliver God’s message. 
They fearlessly stood before kings, be- 
fore tyrants, before armies, before na- 
tions, denouncing sin and backsliding 
and faithlessness and all kinds of idol- 
atry. If you admire pluck, ,if you like 
deeds of daring, if you warm up to a 
fellow who “has the courage of his con- 
victions,” who has no streak of yellow, 
who has what is sometimes politely 
called “intestinal fortitude,” then your 
pulse will beat faster as you watch these 
prophets in action. 

We begin with Amos. Amos was a 
herdsman. He was also a cultivator and 
gatherer of figs. God called him from 
the field to perform a great service. 
Judging by the way he served the Lord 
as a prophet, he must have been a faith- 
ful and thoroughgoing herdsman and 
“figsman.” I am confident Amos never 
trifled in the handling of his cattle nor 
in the budding of his sycamore trees. 
God: does not call triflers into his serv- 
ice. He goes down the line until he 
comes to a fellow who, though he may 
be working on a little job, is doing his 
level best at it (doing a small task in 
a big way), and he calls him out as 
the two-talent man was called: “Well 
done, good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I 
will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord” 
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(Matt. 25:23). Others of God’s great 
servants were called out from common 
laborers’ tasks. Elisha, who succeeded to 
the mantle and mission of Elijah, and is 
thought by some to have been the 
teacher of both Amos and Jonah, was 
called from the plow in the field. 

Amos had a particularly delicate and 
difficult task; not so delicate as difficult. 
A humble herdsman of Judah, he must 
go as God’s prophet to the northern 
kingdom of Israel and rebuke their idol- 
atries and backslidings. Jeroboam II, 
the king of Israel, had greatly increased 
the domain and the prosperity of Israel; 
he had won battles and had made shrewd 
bargains with the surrounding nations. 
The people had forsaken God and were 
given over to idolatries and aborninable 
practices. Even the priests were con- 
taminated, and one Amaziah at Bethel, 
the central place of their pagan feasts, 
sent word to the king that Amos was 
conspiring against the kingdom. Then 
he: turned upon Amos and threatened 
him, and warned him to return to his 
own land and deliver his rebukes to 
Judah his own people. Amos stood his 
ground and defied Amaziah. Instead of 
retreating, he proceeded to prophesy 
with even greater vehemence. He said 
to Amaziah: “I was no prophet, neither 
was I a prophet’s son; but I was an 
herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore 
fruit: ahd the Lord took me as I fol- 
lowed the flock, and the Lord said unto 
me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel. 
Now therefore hear thou the word of 
the Lord”! Then he foretold the fall 
of Israel, its utter destruction, the peo- 
ple to be carried away captive, and to 
“die in a polluted land.” Amos’ proph- 
ecies were fulfilled to the letter, and 
those proud idol worshipers were torn 
from their homes and made to live in 
practical slavery in a foreign land and 
under the tyranny of a heathen king. 

SARASOTA, FLA. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
SECOND QUARTER’S LESSONS 


S WE take up this quarter of Mes- 

sages from the Prophets, we must 
realize that we cannot give Primary 
children the historic background, except 
just a few general statements about 
Judah and Israel having been wicked. 
Even that they will not grasp, for Is- 
rael’s sin means nothing to them. So 
we must make the lesson concrete by 
centering it about the prophet in each 
lesson. They can remember and learn 
to know people, and so get some of each 
message. 

Some of the lessons will necessarily 
be limited to just one point of contact 
with the small child. In teaching Pri- 
mary children, one point well made, or 
two, at most, is the ideal way of teach- 
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ing. Even the average adult can remem- 
ber less than four points of a lesson 
or sermon, so do not try to put twenty- 
year-old heads on five-year-olds. 

Wherever it is possible, tie up the 
lesson with salvation, and with the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the Person of all 
the Book, and who should be the su- 
preme Person of all our teaching. 

In both 1938 and 1939 we had a similar 
set of lessons. I suggested using paper 
dolls for the characters, which would be 
a good plan for this series. Last year, I 
believe we put up each king and prophet 
on a chart on the Sunday of the lesson, 
and left them all there until the end of 
the quarter. That might be done in this 
instance also. 

A newer plan, but one that entails 
more work, is to make a puppet to rep- 
resent each prophet. There is something 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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perfectly fascinating about puppets. You 
will have not inattention nor disorder 
if you teach with puppets, in any class, 
big or little. Of course it requires a 
little practice to become skillful at 
manipulating the puppets as you teach 
the lesson. 

If you have artistic ability, draw the 
picture of the prophet on the blackboard 
or a sheet of paper, in colors, as you 
teach. Of course but few of us could 
do this. Somehow use the eyegate in 
teaching these lessons, or they will make 
little impression on the children. 


THIs WEEK’s LESSON 


For thirteen Sundays we are going 
to study about the Old Testament 
prophets. Let us make an art gallery, 
and put up one each Sunday. Our first 
one, today, is Amos. 

You will see that Amos is not very 
richly dressed. He has a shepherd’s 
crook, for he was a shepherd, that is, 
that was one of his jobs. But he had 
another job. He was a gatherer of syca- 
more fruit. We have sycamore trees in 
many parts of this and other countries, 
but they are not like those in Palestine. 
Ours have no fruit, just little round 
stickery balls, but their sycamore trees 
were somewhat like fig trees, with fruit 
that grew out of the branch or trunk of 
the tree as a fig does, but the sycamore 
fruit-grew in clusters like grapes. The 
fruit was very important in tnat country, 
so I think we could really call Amos a 
farmer, don’t you? 

You are wondering how he came to be 
a prophet. God called him from his 
work to be a prophet, and he traveled 
from his home in Judea, near Bethlehem, 
into the country of Israel, north of there, 
where most of his prophesying was done. 

What is a prophet? Do you know? 
He was one called of God to tell the 
people what God said; he was God’s 
messenger to the people. 

Amos told the people of Israel what 
God wanted hii to say, and they didn’t 
like what he said. They had been doing 
wicked things for a long, long time; they 
had brought offerings to the Lord, but 
at the same time they had offered sac- 
rifices to idols and worshiped them. 
They had said they were going to do 
all that the Lord commanded them, and 
then they had cheated the poor, and 
had spent their time eating and drinking 
and having big parties, having a good 
time in their own way, and had forgot- 
ten all about God and their promise to 
him. 

So Amos had to tell them that God 
was going to let the heathen nations 
round about them come in and carry 
them away from their homes and their 
land and make slaves of them. Of course 
they did not want to hear that. They 
did not believe Amos, for they were 
rich, and they had a great and rich 
king, and it sounded foolish to them that 
anybody could come and carry them 
away captive. 
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But when God says a thing is going 
to happen, it happens every time, and 
so what Amos said did come to pass. 
Inside of fifty years they were carried 
away captives and made ‘slaves, their 
great king was dead and gone,’and the 
new kings that followed him were never 
as great as he was. The Assyrians came 
and took all of them captive into a far- 
away land, and brought heathen people 
into their homes to live. It was foolish 
for them not to listen to Amos, wasn’t it? 

God has said he will punish the world 
for rejecting Jesus Christ, and refusing 
to have him for their Saviour, but peo- 
ple go on doing as they please, and 
refuse to hear God’s Word. But some 
day God will do just as he has said he 
would. 

We are going to have a verse today 
that we all-should learn and remember, 
It is this: “We have also a more sure 
word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well 
that ye take heed” (2 Pet. 1:19). This 
verse means that God’s prophecy, the 
things God says will come to pass, is 
true, and so we had all better pay atten- 
tion to it. Those who are God’s children 
will want to obey him, because they love 
him. But the unbeliever who does not 
love him would be wise to obey him, 
and seek the Lord before it is too late. 
If Israel had heeded Amos, her kingdom 
would have been spared. 

Mopesto, CaAtir. 

we 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To make the girls conscious of 
their part in establishing social justice 
through humble friendliness. 


Activity.—Last quarter we studied what 
Christ can do with the individual heart, 
closing the series with the challenge to 
win others to the Lord. This quarter we 
shall analyze some of the conditions 
which block the spread of the Gospel, and 
seek the solutions presented by Old Tes- 
tament prophets, applying them to pres- 
ent-day situations. 

The class might make a scrapbook for the 
quarter with pictures or: clippings illus- 
trative of present-day conditions and their 
Christian solution. 

Memory Verse.—“He hath shewed thee, 
O man, what is good; and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but te do justly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy°God?” (Mic. 6:8.) 











OPLE present the most interesting 
and. important problems in the 
world, and yet as we look about us, 
near our homes and in other iands, we 
are aware that people, as individuals, 
are commonly ignored or subordinated 
for profit. Material things take first 
place in the average mind. 
Consider in this connection the. ulti- 
matum which God gave through the 
prophet Micah: “Do justly .. .’love 


mercy ... walk humbly with thy God” 
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(Memory Verse). As you study Civics, 
Economics, and social problems in 
school, do you look for a Christian solu- 
tion to community ills? “Christ Jesus 
came into the world,” not to establish © 
social reforms, greatly as they were 
needed in his day. He came “to save 
sinners,” because sin forms the back- 
ground for all the world’s troubles (Gen. 
3: 16-19). 

“What .our country needs more than 
anything else is a practical demonstra- 
tion of Christianity,” was the thought 
expressed recently by a national leader. 

A young boy, hearing of this remark, 
asked, “What did he mean by that?” 

Girls, what do we mean by a prac- 
tical demonstration of Christianity? Do 
you know? .Could you explain it to 
another? Can you illustrate it in your 
everyday tife? 

How can this thought of practical 
Christianity be applied to our topic for 
today: “Fair Play for All”? Would you 
agree that “fair play for all” should be 
an inevitable outcome of an ideal so- 
ciety? Inequality of opportunity for 
groups and individuals breeds poverty, 
crime, and injustice. What are some of 
the factors that create inequality of 
opportunity? 

Amos, prophet of Tekoa, through the 
leading of God’s Spirit, faced this prob- 
lem and attacked the rich because they 
oppressed the poor. What was the basis 
of this oppression? (Amos 4:1; 5:9-15.) 

What remedy did Amos _ suggest? 
Glance through Amos 5 and notice how 
frequently the word “seek” is used. 
“Seek not Bethel,” because it was a place 
of wickedness. “Seek the Lord, and ye 
shall live.” “Seek him that maketh the 
seven stars,” and beauties of nature. 
“Seek good, and not evil.” “Establish 
judgment in the gate.” 

Poverty produces evil, not because the 
“poor” are necessarily bad, but because 
their condition, with that of the unem- 
ployed in our present situation, is in- 
clined to be evil not only for them, but 
for society in general. Furthermore, the 
poor provide opportunity for the rich to 
practice great injustices. Why? How? 
Where, then, is the foundational need? 

Would you like to look, for a moment, 
at one of the major social problems of 
rural California, a problem that recently 
has created much public comment and 
attention? This is the matter of the 
present great influx of migrants from 
Dust Bowl states of the Middle West. 
Westward movements in former days 
were hopeful adventures because “new 
horizons” loomed ahead, but today these 
land horizons are occupied by others, 
and there is no rich opportunity left 
for the horde of newcomers. 

California is perplexed, yet she is mak- 
ing a tremendous attempt to meet the 
needs of these destitute migrants. Some 
of the methods are effective; some are 
not. Cash doles, food, clothing, and shel- 
ter are provided for unfortunate unem- 
ployed who apply, and yet there is much 
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“chiseling.” Health services are ren- 
dered through migratory camps, nutri- 
tioh classes, baby clinics, free vaccina- 
tion, county hospital privileges, and yet 
there is much evasion of the rules of 
sanitation and health. Farmers are em- 
ploying these newcomers as rapidly as 
possible, yet there are multitudes of un- 
employed. 

What else do these migrants need? 
What else can California do? For one 
example, the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles sent Christian workers last sum- 
mer into migratory camps to take the 
message of Christ to the people, and 
many of them accepted him. 

We who live in rural California meet 
these people, and there are everyday 
contacts which we can make. Many of 
these folk are sincere Christians with 
winsome personalities, but who have 
lacked opportunity to learn modern 
methods of living, and refined social 
graces. To these we can be kindly, 
sympathetic, understanding personal 
friends, making our new neighbors feel 
at ease in our midst. 

“Those migratory people don’t want 
us to interfere with their system of life,” 
said a church member one day. 

No, they do not want interference be- 
cause they do not want to feel hurt or 
inferior or embarrassed. Nevertheless, 
hungry people need more than food; they 
need friendship. People who lack ade- 
quate clothing and shelter need more 
than these alone. They are cold and 
uncomfortable partly because an indif- 
ferent world has ignored them, and 
chilled their personalities. 

“Most of the Californians act stuck-up 
and superior,” said a Christian migrant 
to a California friend, “but you seem 
just like one of us.” 

If we would render social justice to 
the oppressed, let this thought motivate 
our attitudes: The Son of God humbled 
himself to become a servant to inferior 
mankind. To his followers he has given 
the supreme privilege of being humbly 
kind and friendly to those he loves and 
longs to save. Have you found your op- 
portunity to serve? 

Next week we shall’ find out how to 
tell others that there is really a God, 
and that he truly is concerned about 
every individual. Learn and practice 1 
John 1:9, 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 242) 


1. Amos was a native of Tekoa in Judah, 
a herdman and a gatherer of wild figs (syca- 
more fruit). 


2. God called him to leave his occupation 
and become his mouthpiece to the people. 


3. He stressed prevailing unrighteousness 
and called for repentance and reformation. 


4. Luxury, oppression of the poor, bribery, 
and political corruption. 


5. With opposition or indifference. 
6. Now, as then, we see iniquity abound- 
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ing, even in high places, political corrup- 
tion and all the other evils of which Amos 
speaks. 

7. Yes, only thus can we fulfill the law of 
Christ. 

8. The destruction of the cities and confis- 
cation of the wealth of Israel and Judah. 

9. They were, through the Assyrian and 
Babylonian armies in later years. 

10. We should take to our hearts what 
God has told us and shape our lives accord- 
ingly. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 14. 2. Teaching All People. Matt. 4:23; 
2 Tim. 2:2. 





Sunday, April 7 


1, Healing the Sick 
(Matt. 4:23; Luke 9:1, 2; Jas. 5:14) 





Mon.—A foreign daughter healed (Matt. 
15:21-28). 

Tues.—An invitation to the burdened 
(Matt. 11:28-30). 

Wed.—The apostles heal (Acts 5:12-16). 

Thurs.—Prophecy of the Healer (Isa. 61: 
1-3). 

Fri.—Ten lepers healed (Luke 17:11-14). 

Sat.—Reliance upon Christ (1 Pet. 5:6-9). 











HAT would you think of a doctor 
to whom you had gone for treat- 
ment for a cough, who carefully treated 
your throat and sent you away with a 
bottle of cough medicine, and yet failed 
to tell you that he had discovered that 
you were suffering from tuberculosis? 
We will suppose you had found out 
about his negligence and had questioned 
only to get some such reply as this: 
“Oh, well, many people have tubercu- 
losis. And I always hold that it is a 
rather personal matter, in which I have 
no right to interfere”; or, “Well, that is 
none of my business. Each one has a 
right to run his own life. If you really 
want information there are clinics and 
lectures and literature available.” Need- 
less to say, your opinion of such a doc- 
tor would not be worth very much, 
would it? 
Yet equally absurd reasons are some- 


‘times advanced for divorcing definite 


soul-winning and the preaching of the 
Gospel from so-called medical missions. 
There are some who would tell us that 
to talk to a sick person about accept- 
ing Christ is to take unfair advantage 
of him, that it is playing upon his fear 
of dying or of pain, and causing him to 
say and do what he would not want to 
do when well and strong. If accepting 
Christ were only one of many ways to 
life eternal, then there might be some 
sense to such argument. But since it 
is the only way, permitting a man to 
miss it cannot be excused by any mo- 
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tive, no matter how high sounding or 
ethical. 
we 

Hence, true medical missionaries of 
the cross, and, thank God, there have 
been many in the history of the Church, 
and many, such as Dr. Tom Lambie, Dr. 
Williani Chisholm, Dr. Virginia Blakles- 
lee, Dr. Eleanor Calverly, still in har- 
ness, have given lavishly and unstint- 
ingly of their medical skill to all kinds 
and classes and colors, yet always with 
the great objective of introducing each 
patient to the Great Physician with 
whom alone there is “life for a look.” 

4 

As the Scripture readings chosen for 
our prayer meeting show us, a healing 
ministry has been associated with Chris- 
tian teaching from earliest times. 

In the very beginning of his earthly 
ministry, the Lord Jesus healed men 
and women and cast out demons. His 
great heart of compassion bled for their 
suffering and pain. But again and again 
we find that he was compelled to turn 
away from these needy ones in order 
to speak to the people and to his dis- 
ciples. He never neglected the message 
for the ministry. 

When the Lord Jesus sent out his 
first representatives to proclaim the 
Kingdom of Heaven, the power of heal- 
ing was one of the signs given to them 
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‘to convince the people that their mes- 


sage was from God. 

Here again, however, the message was 
the important thing. The healing was 
only to drive it home and to convince. 

we 

So, today, while it is a blessed min- 
istry to heal men’s bodies and to relieve 
suffering and pain, and every believer, 
if his heart is filled with Christ’s love, 
will want to do all in his power io 
promote such a ministry, he will also 
want to follow his Lord’s example in 
his deeper, more far-reaching concern 
for man’s eternal welfare. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





| Children at Home 


About Ladybugs 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


HEREVER we may go in the sum- 
mertime, ladybugs are our neigh- 
bors; so we really should know some- 
thing of their ways. To begin with, 
ladybugs are not bugs. They have wings 
and belong to the beetle family. They 
are not birds either, but it is far more 
polite to speak of such good friends of 
ours as birds, than to call them bugs. 
Nor do they have homes after the 
fashion of wasps and bees and crickets. 
Even so they never seem to feel the least 
sad about it when children sing: 


“Ladybug, ladybug, 

Fly away home. 

Your house is on fire, 
Your children will burn.” 


As far as that goes, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ladybug not only are homeless, but it 
may be that they wouldn’t know their 
own babies if they met them out walk- 
ing on the same rosebush, because the 
ladybug children are fearsome looking 
little creatures and not a bit like their 
fathers and mothers. 

They are hatched on the leaf where 
their mother laid her eggs and left them 
one summer day, in the care of the sun- 
shine: and all ladybug mothers lay their 
eggs where plant lice, called aphids, are 
swarming. Thus there is no danger that 
their children will go hungry. The un- 
lovely ladybug babies are known as 
larva. From the beginning, before they 
are an hour old, they eat and eat every 
small insect in sight. They eat and eat 
until they outgrow their rompers, so to 
speak, and several other skintight suits 
by the time they are four or five weeks 
old. 

After that they hang themselves by 
their tails to a stem and take a sort of 
vacation while they change into chrysa- 
lises. Their dreams should be pleasant 
because in time, out they come, fresh 
and rested and all dressed up as full- 
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grown ladybugs, orange coats, black 
spots, wings and all. 

The scientists tell us that two thou- 
sand different ladybug species inhabit 
the earth, and that one hundred and 
fifty of these families always lived in 
the United States. 

Ladybugs are numbered with the most 
popular insects in the world. Like many 
other insects they are extremely clean; 
they always are washing their faces 
and scrubbing their six legs and brush- 
ing themselves; but the reason they are 
so well liked is more important. Lady- 
bugs do no harm, and they work all 
summer destroying our insect pests. 
There is nothing they like better than 
the eggs of potato bugs. They eat the 
pests that threaten the farmer’s bean 
crops; and they never outgrow their ap- 
petite for plant lice and the larve of 
beetles that dine on asparagus. Red 
spiders, cinch bugs, and weevils are de- 
licious food for ladybugs. 

If ever you catch a ladybug and think 
that it has died in your hand from 
fright, do not be fooled. Ladybugs play 
dead. They tumble over on their backs, 
tuck in their legs, and stiffen. All you 
need is patience, if you wish to laugh, 
for when the ladybug decides that it is 
safe to do so it untucks its little black 
feet, waves its legs, and next you know, 
it is standing, ready to lift its wings 
and fly away. 

Because ladybugs are of such great 
use on farms and in orchards, there are 
men called “Ladybug prospectors” who 
make it their business to hunt for the 
pretty insects while they are sleeping 
in the winter under haystacks or rocks, 
or wherever they may have found shel- 
ter for their long naps. It is said that 
once a prospector found 750,000,000 hiber- 
nating ladybugs in one place. They 
never knew that he sold them at a good 
price as slaves on farms and in orchards, 
because all they asked is what they 
found; enough plant lice and larve for 
food during the long summer. 

When a Western mountain ranger finds 
what are called “mines” of sleeping 
ladybugs, he sends word to his Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. Then collectors 
are sent into the mountains to pack the 
tiny workers into great sacks and boxes 
to be sent into the valleys to be sold 
in the springtime to farmers and others. 
Ladybugs that survive this adventure 
never know what happened to them be- 
cause they are kept in refrigerators un- 
til spring. 

One hundred dollars for a million was 
the price for ladybugs at one time 
in the West. They are scold by weight. 
It is said that fifteen hundred ladybugs 
weigh about an ounce, and that two 
ounces of the precious insects turned 
loose in a one-acre field will save what- 
ever may be growing there from destruc- 
tion by plant lice. ; 

A story now told around the world is 
about the ladybugs that sailed over 
from Australia to save the orange indus- 
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try of California. Some orange trees 
that had been imported from Australia 
brought with them a tiny insect pest, 
the cottony-cushion scale, that soon 
spread through the orange groves 
quickly killing many trees. Soon not 
an orange tree in all California would 
have been left alive. 

Straightway our Government scientists 
sent to Australia for the Australian lady- 
bug that liked the orange tree pest so 
well that they ate the destroyers so 
fast that they had no time to eat any- 
thing else. The shipment of ladybugs 
that arrived saved our oranges. Now 
our country is sending families of these 
Australian ladybugs over the seven seas 
to South Africa and Egypt, to Southern 
Europe, and back over the Pacific to New 
Zealand to save orange groves every- 
where from the cottony-cushion scale. 

Mother Nature takes special care of 
the ladybugs. They tell us that the great 
reason ladybugs wear bright colors is to 
warn their insect enemies and birds not 
to touch them. Ladybugs are not good 
to eat. They have a way of spraying a 
bad tasting fluid over their gay outfits 
that spoils them for any bird’s dinner. 

We all know that the hard-working 
ladybugs cannot sing or play the fiddle, 
but even if they are not in the orchestra, 
they have been given pet names around 
the world, and we all should remember 
that wherever we find them, ladybugs 
are good neighbors. 


WaAsHINGTON, D. C. 
vw 


Uniting Christians in a 
Great Soul-Winning Campaign 


«$f YET the Gospel over the radio, by 

personal work, by circulating 
tracts in shops and factories, by house 
to house canvass, by public service, and 
in every possible way to every man, 
woman, boy, and girl within a radius 
of fifty miles of Dothan.” This is the 
slogan of one branch of the Gospel Fel- 
lowship Association campaign, in South- 
east Alabama. 

The slogan of the workers at Dothan 
(population, 11,122) gives a good idea 
of the aim of the Association, and sets 
forth a worthy plan which will doubt- 
less tax the energies of every conse- 


» crated Christian in that district for many 


months to come. As it is more formally 
stated in the charter, the purpose of the 
Gospel Fellowship Association, a cor- 
poration not for profit, “shall be the 
promotion of harmony and peace among 
orthodox Christians, regardless of their 
denominational affiliation, and the unit- 
ing of these orthodox Christians in an 
effort to get the Gospel of the grace of 
God to as many people as possible in 
the shortest time possible.” 

The president of the Association is 
the Rev. Bob Jones, D.D., who is also 
president and founder of the College 
that bears his name at Cleveland, Tenn. 
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Other officers are: Evangelist Jimmie 
Johnson, vice-president; Evangelist Clif- 
ford Lewis, promotional secretary; Dr. 
Monroe Parker, secretary; C. W. Harle, 
treasurer, who is also president of the 
Merchants Bank, Cleveland; Dr. Bob 
Jones, Jr., chairman of the board of 
directors. In a recent issue of The Fel- 
lowship News, a weekly paper edited 
by Dr. Bob Jones and published at 
Cleveland, now in its seventh year, the 
following statements concerning the As- 
sociation are quoted from several of the 
twenty other men who are co-operating 
with it: 

“I am with you a hundred per cent on 
the proposition outlined in your letter 
concerning the Gospel Fellowship As- 
sociation. The time has come for us to 
magnify the things upon which evangel- 
icals are agreed and to fight the Devil 
and sin instead of each other.”—Paul W. 
Rood, president of the World’s Christian 
Fundamentals Association. 

“I am in perfect harmony with the 
purpose and platform of the Gospel Fel- 
lowship Association and believe its min- 
istry is a vital need.”—J. Irvin Over- 
holtzer, director of the Child Evangel- 
ism Fellowship. 

“I am heartily in sympathy with the 
purpose of your organization, to be 
known as the Gospel Fellowship Asso- 
ciation. I congratulate you on having 
adopted an orthodox statement which 
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does not cut off from fellowship certain 
groups who in my opinion should not 
be barred. ... Please count on my co- 
operation in every way.”—J. Elwin 
Wright, president of the New England 
Fellowship. 

“Count me in on the Gospel Fellow- 
ship Association if you feel I can be of 
any help.”—Arnold Grunigen, Jr., secre- 
tary of the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee International. 

The doctrinal basis of the Association 
is briefly stated at the head of the News 
as follows: “Whatever the Bible says 
is so.” It is more ‘fully given in a 
thoroughly Scriptural statement of the 
Association’s fundamental beliefs, quoted 
in both the News and a six-page leaflet 
describing the Association. This state- 
ment includes such vital doctrines as 
salvation through the blood atonement, 
the inspiration of both Old and New 
Testaments, and the personal return of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Surely all Christians will agree that 
the Association has chosen well in select- 
ing two special texts and two hymns: 
“If we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7). “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to everf creature” 
(Mark 16:15); “Blest Be the Tie that 
Binds,” and “I Love to Tell the Story.” 














the needs of young people. 


Christian Youth 


the Times ’teen age lesson-help and story-paper is alive to 
It is about to be increased to 
eight pages and conformed to the very convenient Sunday 
School Times page-size. 


More room for special features! 


More of the kind of stories that are so hard to find, and for 
which so many readers have been asking! 


The improvements will appear with the issue of May 18. 


Further announcement as to the subscription rates, and other 
details will be made in later issues. 
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The officers of the Association hope 
that hundreds of Christians all over the 
country will unite in this great effort 
to win souls, particularly by personal 
work, and by every other possible and 
legitimate means. Those who are in- 
terested in becoming members, or who 
would like more information concerning 
the Association, should write to Dr. Bob 
Jones, Cleveland, Tenn. 


we 
A Sociologist “Corrects” the Bible 


(Continued from second page) 


Tt is not a new argument, but it was 
entirely new to the Christian under- 
graduate, young Charles Trumbull. To 
a superficial thinker it is a devilishly 
subtle, seemingly convincing, argument. 
When he was back home from that term 
at Yale, young Trumbull went to his 
father in considerable distress of mind 
and propounded the argument to him. 
His father, strange to say, did not seem 
to be troubled at all! The bright, pierc- 
ing blue eyes of that veteran saint, Bible 
student, editor, and soul-winner, H, Clay 
Trumbull, who loved the Lord Jesus 
better than his life, shone with a char- 
acteristic light as he said. quietly to his 
son: “The only trouble with that state- 
ment about selfishness being the root 
of all our actions is that it isn’t so!” 
And a great burden was lifted from the 
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heart of young Charley Trumbull. Many 
times during the years since then he has 
praised God for the unerring discern- 
ment of his beloved father, and for his 
smashing of that lie by the simple truth. 

So the simplest answer to this sociol- 
ogist who tells us that, after thirty years’ 
investigation, he has discovered what no 
man in nineteen centuries before him 
has ever discovered, which is that the 
Son of God, the Lord Jesus Christ, did 
not mean what he said as recorded in the 
infallibly inspired records in the Gos- 
pels, is simply —“It isn’t so!” If this 
sociologist has been correctly quoted in 
the Associated Press dispatch, the trans- 
lations he proposes cannot be made from 
any accurate study of the Greek original 
of those passages. His alleged “trans- 
lation” is not a translation at all, but a 
repudiation of the text, and a replacing 
of the words of the Bible by words and 
ideas of a modern sociologist who re- 
jects the Bible at these points, and who 
wants to get rid of it. 

Even Moffatt, who plays fast and loose 
with the inspired text in his “New 
Translation” of the New Testament, 
knows better than to replace the plain 
meaning of the Greek in the Gospel ac- 
count of the rich young ruler by an 
alleged “translation” that violates every 
principle of scholarship and discredits 
its “translator” as one who is attempting 
to put over a hoax on the Christian 
Church, Moffatt’s translation of this in- 
cident in the three Gospels where it 
occurs (Matthew, Mark, Luke) gives ex- 
actly the meaning of the King James 
and Revised Versions. And Moffatt cor- 
rectly translates the Lord’s word that 
we “cannot serve God and mammon.” 
We may be very sure that, if any of 
the Greek texts of the Gospels gave any 
such rendering as sociologist Bailey says 
they do, Moffatt would have been quick 
to take this into account. 

The question of Christ’s attitude to 
legitimate business, and legitimate profit- 
making, is another question entirely; 
he never condemned such things, but in 
other Gospel passages he commended 
them. But he was not discussing this 
in the passages mentioned; he was warn- 
ing men against becoming slaves to 
money and giving their temporal and 
financial interests first place in their 
lives, instead of God and Christ. 


Prize- Winning Books 


HE officers of the American Tract 
Society (7 W. 45th St., New York) 
announced several weeks ago the win- 
ners in its recent Prize Book Contest. 
One hundred and sixteen manuscripts 
were received, and the prizes were thus 
awarded: 
First Prize: $1,000 to Samuel M. Zwemer, 
D.D., for “The Glory of the Manger.” 


Second Prize: $500 to Clarence E. Macartney, 
D.D., for “Christian Faith and the Spirit of the 
Age.” 








‘THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Third Prize: $250 to Prof. Wick Broomall, 
Th.M., for “The Holy Spirit.” 

The Committee also awarded “Honor- 
able Mention” to five other writers for 
the exceptional value and excellency of 
their manuscripts: 

Dan Luther Edwards, Ph.D., for “So Great 
Salvation.” 


Prof. C. Norman Bartlett, S.T.D.,; for “Made 
Right.” 


Wilbur M. Smith, D.D., for “Can We Still 
Believe in the Supernaturalness of Christ?” 


Herbert W. Magoun, Ph.D., for “What Think 
Ye of Christ?” 


Joseph A. Cottam, Ph.D., for “Know the 
Truth.” 

The quality of the manuscripts was 
exceptionally high, and many of the 
writers were distinguished scholars and 
leaders of Christian thought in America. 





With the New Books 








Simple Talks on the Holy Spirit. By 
D. H. Dolman, D.D. (Zondervan Pub- 
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich., 50 
cents.) A country boy grew up to be a 
famous physician, married a wealthy 
girl, and went to live in the city. His 
mother was not forgotten, and finally 
he sent for her to live with them, intro- 
ducing her, however, as “our family’s 
old faithful servant, Mary.” So the 
mother lived in the attic, cared for, but 
unnoticed and unloved. At length the 
wife discovered her husband’s secret, re- 
proached him for his snobbishness, and 
together the two begged the old lady’s 
forgiveness. She was then led down 
from the attic and given the best room 
in the house. 

Dr. Dolman uses this touching story 
to show the two positions the Holy Spirit 
may occupy in a believer’s heart, and 
urges the necessity for bringing the 
loved Guest down from the attic to his 
rightful place in the house of life. He 
sets forth also various hindrances. to 
communion with the Holy Spirit, for 
true it is that when such hindrances are 
understood, conscience compels their re- 
moval. And this in turn leads to a 
more complete appropriation of the 
promises. 

Three well-known preachers, Drs. 
Rimmer, Buswell, and Gray, declare in 
the introduction that these simple talks, 
characterized as they are by an unusual 
humility, have brought revival blessing 
to their own lives and through them to 
the lives of others. 


“I Was in Prison.” By Charles S. Mac- 
Farland, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York City, $1.) By 1933 unsavory 
rumors already were emanating from 
Germany, intimating a hostile attitude 
toward Christianity on the part of the 
National Socialist Government. In an 


endeavor to silence these a number of 
religious leaders of America, who were 








March 23, 1940 


believed to be especially friendly toward 
Germany, were invited, with the ap- 
proval of Chancellor’ Hitler, to make a 
study of the Nazi program and religious 
conditions in general. One of these was 
Dr. MacFarland, General Secretary of 
the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, a one-time student in 
Germany, and for more than forty years 
an avowed admirer of German culture. 

Dr. MacFarland returned to this coun- 
try to write the next year a book urging 
that criticism of Nazi measures be with- 
held for later judgment —a book which 
Hitler himself thought well to publish 
in Germany. Then one after another 
the Chancellor’s promises of freedom of 
worship to the church were broken. At 
length in 1937, as the result of increased 
Nazi antichristian activity, Dr. MacFar- 
land published his classic “Open Letter 
to Adolph Hitler,” charging broken faith. 
‘I Was in Prison” is a compilation of 
evidence, including this letter to Hit- 
ler and “The Suppressed Letters of Ger- 
man Pastors,” and revealing the now 
notorious enmity of the Nazi Govern- 
ment toward the Christian Church. Al- 
though this evidence is not documentary 
in form, it paints a graphic picture of 
the lengths to which persecution has 
been carried, and as such is a powerful 
indictment of National Socialism in Ger- 
many today. 


The Trail of the Totalitarian. By Del- 
ber H. Elliott. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) 
It is probably true that one of the most 
discussed words in democratic countries 
today is the tongue-twisting, six-syllable 
term “totalitarian.” Yet it is also likely 
that few persons are aware of the depths 
to which the roots of this word reach in 
history. The light brought by Dr. Elliott 
is welcome. But the interpretation of 
an even more significant aspect of total- 
itarianism — the part it is now playing 
and will play in the future in “Chris- 
tian democracies” — makes this a “must” 
book on the reading list of Christians 
who are politically minded. A particu- 
larly handy feature is an addenda of 
some of the best-known state documents 
in American history dealing with re- 
ligion. Unfortunately, however, with 
all of his fine work, Dr. Elliott looks 
first for the perfection of a Christian 
democracy, then for the return of Christ. 
And iike all postmillennialists, he gets 
into an extremely inconsistent corner in 
attempting to weave out of such a de- 
mocracy the theocracy to which Christ 
is heir. Although such emphasis ob- 
viously is unfortunate, nevertheless it 
comes far from canceling the value of 
his thesis—that the only way out of 
the present trouble for this or any other 
nation’is a return to God. 


Fundamentals of Zoology. By William 
J. Tinkle, Ph.D. (Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich., $3.) Scores, 
perhaps hundreds, of schools have been 
looking for a textbook which would pre- 
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sent the facts of the biological sciences 
in a way that would train the student 
to think for himself, and which would 
also separate the real facts from airy 
speculations and evolutionary propa- 
ganda. This book aims to do both. 
Whether it will prove popular and easy 
to use in the classroom must be left 
to those who are to use it. 

The chapter on “Genetics” makes it 
very clear that “acquired characters” 
cannot be accumulated and passed along 
to the next generation, so as to give rise 
to higher forms of life. New forms can 
arise only by “mutations”; but these 
“always are indifferent or harmful to the 
organism, usually the latter. No ex- 
ample is on record of a mutation that 
made a plant or animal more fit to strug- 
gle for existence” (p. 120). Therefore 
—exit Darwinism, in the _ technical 
meaning of this word. 

As for the supposed evidence for evo- 
lution based on the rocks and the fos- 
sils, Dr. Tinkle caHs attention to the 
shameless reasoning in a circle which 
has always vitiated all such evidence. 
As he says, “. .. if the fossils are used 
to tell the age of the rocks, we cannot 
turn around and use the rocks to tell the 
age of the fossils” (p. 438). 

It is to be hoped that every teacher 
of the biological sciences who reads this 
review will send for an examination 
copy and give it a trial in the classroom. 

There are some typographical errors, 
also one or two perplexing expressions; 
but this is a first edition, and these can 
easily be corrected in subsequent edi- 
tions. They are small matters in a book 
which points the student and the teacher 
in the right direction. 


A Harmony of the Kings. By A. War- 
kentin, Ph.D. (Published* by author, 
Professor of Bible, Bethel College, North 
Newton, Kans., $1.50.) “Harmony is a 
technical name, applied to Biblical books 
which are arranged by the compiler in 
chronological order so that the mutual 
agreement of portions of these books 
may become apparent.” There have 
been many harmonies of the Gospels 
and of the whole New Testament. It 
is surprising that so few have attempted 
to make a harmony of the history of 
the Hebrews from about 1000 B. C. to 
the Exile. The present work is pub- 
lished with the purpose of aiding Bible 
students and teachers to clarify and 
organize their knowledge of that part 
of the Old Testament which deals with 
the establishment of the kingdom. There 
is a chronological chart of the kings of 
Israel, the kings of Judah, and: the 
prophets of the same period. Almost 
all of the volume is taken up with the 
Bible text arranged in parallel columns. 
No attempt is made to solve the ap- 
parent contradictions thus _ revealed. 
We are told, however, that late excava- 
tions have done much to improve the 
chronology of the Old Testament. Many 
who use this volume will be led to search 
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the Scriptures, and their faith will be 
strengthened when they discover the 
solution of difficulties. When the solu- 
tion is. not discovered, a right attitude 
of waiting’on God will also strengthen 
their faith. 











The Victorious Life 























The. Spring Conference 


AVE you real peace? Do you wish 

to know -more of God’s Offer of a 
life of. victory over sin, and power in 
service? Messages.on these subjects, 
which are of vital importance to all 
Christians, will be given at the Victori- 
ous Life Conference to be held Thurs- 
day to Saturday, March 28, 29, and 30, 
in the Arch Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Broad.and Arch Sts., Philadel- 
phia. The program for the meetings is 
as follows: 


Thursday, March 28 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers ; 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Victorious Life Hour 
Bishop William’ Culbertson 
Friday, March 29 
1.30 P. M.—Prayer Hour ...Addison C. Raws 
2.45 P. M.—Victorious Life Hour 
Bishop William Culbertson 
4.00 P..M.—Missionary Hour 
The Rev. Ivan Allbutt 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Bible Hour 
The Rev. T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
Saturday, March 30 
1.30 P. M.—Prayer Hour 
2.45 P. M.—Bible Hour 
T. Roland Philips, D.D. 
4.00 P. M.—Missionary Hour ....Ivan Allbutt 
7.00 P. M.—Vespers 
Young People’s Testimonies 
8.00 P. M.—Closing Message 
Bishop William Culbertson 





... Addison C. Raws 





For Family, Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 
‘ Director of ~ 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


»: April 1 to 7 

Mon.—Amios 5:1, 10-13. Penalty of Injustice. 

PrayeR SuacesTions: “Ye have built 
houses . ... but ye shall not dwell in 
them.” . Retribution for injustice is sure. 
God’s mills keep on grinding. The law 
of sowing and reaping works as accu- 
rately now as in days of old. ‘“Whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap.” As God said to David that cer- 
tain punishments fitted certain sins, so 
now in the affairs of men and nations, 
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penalties attached to unpardoned sins 
will be exacted in the justice of God. 
Pray for Russian Missionary Service, 
850 E. Thompson St., Philadelphia. 


Tues.—Amos 5:14, 15, 21-24. Plea for Justice. 

PRAYER SuacesTions: “Seek good, and 
not evil.” The opinion is entertained by 
many that it is useless to bother men 
about morals if they are bound for per- 
dition. They say, “If we can’t make a 
man a Christian, we had better not try 
to make him a gentleman.” This is 
contrary to the Scriptural preaching of 
the prophets, John the Baptist, and of 
our Lord. Pleas for justice even among 
the ungodly, are always in order. Calls 
to repentance toward God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, are of course, our 
first and main business. Pray for Rus- 
sian Missionary Society, 1844 W. Monroe 
St., Chicago. 


Wed.—Amos 7:7-9. 
The Plumb Line of the Lerd. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The Lord stood 
upon a wall made by a plumbline, with 
a plumbline in his hand.” A surveyor 
measures designated ground; so does our 
Lord survey sinners. Wanton wicked- 
ness runs up against the fixed purposes 
of God to render wickedness upon the 
heads of the wicked. “God shall wound 
the head of his enemies, and the hairy 
scalp of such an one as goeth on still 
in his trespasses.” Pray for Scandina- 
vian Alliance Mission, 2839 McLean Ave., 
Chicago. 


Thurs.—Leviticus 19:13-18. 
Dealing Fairly with Our Fellow Men. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself.” Our Lord 
employed these very words in his mes- 
sage in the Temple court. Paul reminds 
us that “love worketh no ill to his neigh- 
bour.” Man has responsibility toward 
God and man. It cannot be escaped. 
God will judge saints and sinners ac- 
cording to the deeds done in the flesh. 
Pray for Russia Inland Relief Society, 
690 8th Ave., New York City. 


Fri.—James 2:1-9. Fulfilling the Royal Law. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “Fulfil the royal 
law according to the scripture.” “Love 
thy neighbour as thyself,” is the “royal 
law.” We “do well” when we do this, 
and ill when we do not. Gospel prac- 
tices fit in with this “royal law.” “Love 
is the fulfilling of the law.” Confess 
promptly all sin. Instant repentance ig 
instant forgiveness. Pray for Ramabai 
Mukti Mission (India), Box 415, Phila- 
delphia. 


Sat.—Isaiah 1:16-20. Learn to Do Well. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: “Learn to do 
well.” Revival is a new obedience to 
Christ, on the part of a great number 
of the people of God. General convic- 
tion of sin among Christians starts the 
revival; distress over newly discovered, 
unconfessed sins gives momentum to re- 
vival, but when these sins are repented 
of, and Christians confess their faults 
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With the... 


Sth Annual Christian Fellowship Tour 


See the Montana and Wyoming Rockies, Yellowstone Park, Rainier 
National Park and Seattle! Sail Alaska’s famed Inside Passage, 
past mountain peaks and glaciers to towns of gold rush, old Russian 
or totem lore. Visit Christian Indian missions. Return through 
the Canadian Rockies. . Fill out the coupon for full information 
on this wonderful four weeks vacation. No obligation whatsoever. 


Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia, Po. 


Dear Mr. Lane: Please send me complete details and d tri t of th 
“Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaska, from my ntioy a hicmgba gine: 


Name 
Address 
City 











State 








ALASKA STEAMSHIP COMPANY 








(Lesson for Apr. 7) Mar. 23, 1940 


one to another, and pray one for the 
other, revival is actually here. Pray for 
revival. 
72:1-8. 

Reign of the Righteous King. 

Prayer Succestions: “He shall judge 
thy people with righteousness.” God’s 
holiness is the first cause of all holiness. 
His purpose that we shall be holy is the 
second cause of Christian purity; but 
the efficient, or final, cause is the min- 
istry of the Spirit of sanctification work- 
ing in us to will and to do his good 
pleasure. He cleanses with the word, 
and strengthens by his might all who 
yield to and obey his will. Pray for 
America’s Keswick, Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Sun.—Psalm 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.75—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
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CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 

INTRODUCTORY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Strictly introductory, or Get-Ac- 
quainted subscriptions, 25 cents for one 
period of ten weeks, either singly or in 
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Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States ., 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
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individual addresses, 75 cents each, = 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a’ 
package to only one address, 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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